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School Council 
School Council is an important way in 
which we can develop our policies and 
directions as a school to support each 
and every student within our 
school.  Meetings are held once a 
Month on Monday evenings.  There are 
9 meetings during the year.  If you are 
enthusiastic and think you could add 
value to our School Council team 
please keep an eye out when the call 
goes out for expression of interest.   

 
 
The Premier visits Berwick Chase 
On Wednesday 13th February we had 
two special guests arrive at 
school.  Premier Daniel Andrews and 
our local state     member Gary Maas   
visited our school to have a tour of the 
school.  Our four school captains    
Ashlee, Ashton, Jay-De and Alannah 
(listed in particular order) were    
amazing ambassadors for our school    
guiding our guests to all parts North, 
South East and West.  At the          
conclusion of the tour our captains   
introduced the Premier to our school at 
a special assembly in the                 
gymnasium.  It was here that it was       
officially announced that there would 
be a new AFL sized football oval,    
cricket nets and change rooms built in 
the land directly adjacent to the 
school’s southern      boundary.  The 
oval will be for school use during 
school times and will increase our  
playing and sporting spaces                     
dramatically.  We are incredibly excited 
to see this project start and will be 
even more excited when it’s finished! 
 
A special thanks to the four school          
captains, they were amazingly        
confident and hosted the tour in such a 
mature and respectful manner. 

 

Chris Short 

Principal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 
 
 
 CHASE   

CHATTER 
72 Viewgrand Drive, Berwick  3806 
PO Box 4084, Narre Warren South  3805 
Phone: 9707 7799   Fax: 9707 7700 
Email: berwick.chase.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  
Web: www.berwickchaseps.vic.edu.au 

February Events 
 
 
Friday 22nd 
CSEF Applications due 
 
Monday 25th 
- Getting to Know You Interviews 
begin 
- District Swimming 
 
 

March Events 
 
Tuesday 5th 
Grade 5 
Family Life Commences 
 
Classroom Helper Course 
9:10-10:45am 
 
Wednesday 6th 
Grade 6 
Family Life Commences 
 
Classroom Helper Course 
6-7:30pm 
 
Monday 11th 
Labour Day Public Holiday 
 
Wednesday 13th 
Divisional Swimming 
 
Wednesday 27th  
BCPS Cross Country 
 
Thursday 28th 
Regional Swimming 
 
Friday 29th 
Earth Hour 
 
 
April Events 
 
Monday 1st—Wednesday 3rd  
Grade 5 Camp 
 
Wednesday 3rd—Friday 5th 
Grade 6 Camp 
 
Friday 5th  
LAST DAY OF TERM 
2:30pm finish 
 
Term 2 Commences 
Tuesday 23rd April 
 
Thursday 25th April 
ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

CALENDAR: 

Friday 8th  
February 2019 

 
This Weeks Social Skill: 

 
RESPECT 

 
This Weeks Social Skill: 

 

Active Listening 
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3A & 3B News 
In 3A/3B this week we have been focusing on 3D shapes 
in Maths. We’ve had so much fun building our 3D shapes 
out of toothpicks and learning about how many faces and 
vertices they have. 

We’ve started looking at narratives in Writing and are  
beginning to come up with some amazing stories and 
characters. In Reading we are continuing to focus on our 
thinking as we read. This involves us making predictions, 
finding connections in the text and asking questions as 
we read. We’ve had so much fun in inquiry learning about 
all of Berwick Chase’s school values and creating colourful 
displays in our classroom.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hockey Clinic 
“Wow that was an amazing session!” On Wednesday we had a 

Hockey Clinic. First we practised dribbling the ball from one end 

of the court to the other end. I kept losing the ball. We played a 

game of Scarecrow Tiggy and both Sean and I got tagged. We 

also played a game of Octopus and had to try and get the ball 

away from the taggers. The last game we played was Rob the 

Nest. All of our balls kept flying away because of the wind. I 

liked that game because I got to steal a ball from other people’s 

nests. We got 9 balls in the end. This was our favourite part. 

 

- Addie H and Sean C 
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What word begins and ends with an E but only has 
one letter? 
 Envelope 
 
What cheese is made backwards? 
 Edam 

What gets wetter as it dries? 

 A Towel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classroom Helper Training 
Course 
During week 6 we are offering 2 opportunities to         
participate in the Classroom Helper Training Course. To 
help in the classrooms you need to have completed this 
course. If you have attended in previous years then you 
do not need to come along again, it is offered to families 
who have not done it before, but would like to be a     
volunteer this year or in future years. It will be run by 
Vanessa Newman (Foundation teacher) and focusses on 
assisting in the Junior School, although strategies and 
games are adapted for Prep to Grade 6. The content of 
the course covers helping with reading, writing, spelling, 
maths, general assistance strategies, with some practical 
tasks and ideas to take home to do with your own    
child/ren.  

If you are interested in coming along, pick the day that 
suits you best from the 2 listed below and please  register 
your intention to attend with Mandy Meyer in the office as 
this will help to ensure that we have the required number 
of resources available on the day. 

Tuesday 5th March from 9:10am – 10:45am 

Wednesday 6th March from 6pm – 7:30pm 

 
Swimming Carnival 
On Thursday the 14th of February, 120 students attend 
the BCPS Swimming Carnival at Oasis Dandenong. It was 
great to see everyone putting in their best effort and 
most importantly, having lots of fun! A big thank you to 
all of those who helped on the day. Congratulations to 
those who qualified for District, which will take place at 
Noble Park Aquatic Centre on February 25th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question: What’s happening in Science in Term 
One?  

Answer: Biology 

 

Year Three: 

The year threes have settled well into their first term of 
Science. We have all got our ‘Dr’ badges and have been 
wearing our lab coats. This term we be looking at the  
difference between living and non-living things as well as 
grouping living things according to their features. We are 
looking forward to meeting the Science room pets very 
soon. 

Year Four: 

The year fours will be studying how different living things 
have different life cycles. We will be exploring the    
meaning of words like ‘germination’, ‘pollination’ and 
‘dispersal’. We will be exploring the very important role of 
bees and ants in the completion of plant and animal life 
cycles.  

Year Five: 

We have stepped things up in Science for year five. Year 
fives scientists are concentrating on knowing the different 
parts of the Scientific process. They will be studying the 
different structural features and adaptations that help 
animals to survive in their environment. The year fives 
are getting used to checking Showbie each week for extra 
information Mrs Brehaut might have left them. 

Year Six: 

This term in year six we are looking at the growth and 
survival of living things (microorganisms) which are     
affected by the physical conditions of their environment. 
In particular, we are looking at the growth of bread 
mould in different temperatures and how clean our iPads 
are. We did this by swabbing them and then watching to 
see what grows on our gelatine moulds.   

We are also be looking at the serious issue of the rising 
salt levels of Australia’s soils and ground waters.  The 
year sixes this year will have a very small amount of work 
to complete before each lesson which may be as simple 
as watching a video which has been posted on Showbie.  
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Introducing our Specialist 
Teachers 
 

Visual Arts 

Hi everyone, my name is Kate     
Brennan and I am very lucky to be 
the Visual Arts Specialist Teacher. I 
am excited to be back for a fun,    
exciting new year, ready for Prep’s 
and 1/2 students this term.  

I love all things creative! (Of course!) 
You will always find me drawing, 

painting, taking photos or researching different artists and 
their work. I have two dogs Hurley and Daisy, who are 
my fur babies. I am pretty obsessed with them, let’s be 
honest. I love spending time with my family and friends, 
especially with my twin nieces who are 8 years old. I   
enjoy being outdoors by the beach, watching movies or 
getting out and about on random day trip adventures.  

We will be doing a range of art, craft and media activities, 
which will be all sorts of amazing. I look forward to seeing 
everyone and meeting the new students who have     
started at the Chase! We always have sooo much fun in 
Art! I cannot wait to start displaying the amazing artwork 
we make at the Chase on the walls for everyone to see. 
Bring on a super awesome 2019! 

*Students if able can supply their own art smock which 
will be kept in their class tub. Do not worry if students do 
not have one, we always have spare which are kept in the 
Art room!  

 

 

Performing Arts 

Hi, my name is Rachel Greengrass and I am the         
Performing Arts teacher this year. This is my eighth year 
at the Chase and fifth year in Performing Arts. I begin the 
year teaching the grade 3,4,5 & 
6’s. We will be doing a range of 
Drama, Music and Dance activities. 
Later in the year I will be teaching 
the grade prep, 1’s and 2’s.  
I have two beautiful daughters, 
Chloe and Ruby who both attend 
our school. In my spare time, I   
enjoy singing, dancing, reading and 
baking. My family also love to go 
camping in the bush, swimming 
and bike riding. We will be        
travelling around Australia during 
term 2 and will return for the start 
of term 3. 
If you have any clothing, costumes, props, etc. you no 
longer require come see me as we could use them in  
drama. I am always on the lookout for any crafty people 
that might be able to donate some of their time and assist 
with making props and costumes for our performances. 
There will be some kind of performance this year but it 
will not be until the end of the year due to my absence in 
Term 2. Stay tuned for more information later in the year 
as to what that will be??? 

 

 

Science 

Science is where you will find Mrs Bre-
haut again this year. 2019 will be 
my eighth year at the Chase, and my 
third as the school’s science       
teacher.  Science has always been one 
of my passions and I am excited to be 
continuing to focus my teaching in this 
area.    
 

For those families new to the school, I have twins in Year 
12 at Alkira Secondary College, where my husband is an 
English/Humanities teacher.  I am also a 
keen supporter of the Brisbane Lions, who 
will finish top ten this year I promise you.   
 
Every year I am always in need of different 
items for the Science room. I am always 
thankful of the donations I receive during the 
year of different artefacts from families who 
no longer need things of scientific interest 
from their own homes and collections. 
 
I am also the keeper of the Hen Pen and various animals 
dotted throughout the school. Please feel free to drop in 
and see me if you have any questions. The Science room 
is open every Wednesday for students of all ages to visit. 
 

 
Library 
 
Hello everyone, my name is Fran 
Hermann and I  am the         
Librarian at Berwick Chase. I want 
the library to be an open friendly 
place where students and teachers 
can browse and borrow from a 
wide selection of books. The     
Library is open for longer hours so 
students have a choice of when 
they can visit. This includes after 
school times or lunchtimes.  
This is my second year at Berwick 
Chase. I have taught in the 
Springvale area for many years. I am a keen reader with 
a special interest in children’s literature and Literacy. I am 
looking forward to meeting everyone in the Library and 
sharing my love of books. 
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Introducing our Specialist 
Teachers 
 

Physical Eduction Team 

Hi everyone, my name is Rob Olsen and I am teaching 
Physical Education this year. I have been working at   
Berwick Chase for the past seven years in Physical      
Education and as a classroom teacher and am looking 
forward to continuing to build relationships with all the 
students throughout the school.    

I enjoy watching and playing all sports especially,      
football, soccer, cricket and golf. I am married to Ali, who 
is also a teacher and we have a 2 and 1/2 year old son, 
named Kai and a 6 month old daughter, named Riley.  

Our favourite things to do are 
playing with our dog Sadie, going 
to the park and going swimming. 
Our aim in Physical Education is 
to promote involvement in    
physical activity and to provide 
students opportunities to develop 
their personal, social and physical 
skills through fun and engaging 
activities. 

 

 

Hi everyone, I’m Jess Cook and this 
is my fifth year teaching Physical 
Education at Berwick Chase. My  
favourite part about being a       
specialist teacher is being able to 
work with students from across the 
school and see their progress over 
the years.  
I have a big family, with three 
brothers and two sisters as well as 
two nieces and four nephews! In my 
free time, I enjoy going to the 
beach, watching basketball and    

soccer as well as supporting the Sydney Swans in the 
footy. 
I like being active by doing Pilates, going to the gym and 
playing netball and basketball. I play netball in Southern 
Football Netball League for Carrum and my position is 
Goal Shooter.  
I am looking forward to another fun and exciting year in 
P.E! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Auslan  

(Australian Sign Language) 

 
Hello everyone! My name is Jade Decker-Waldschmidt 
(Mrs DW) and this year I am very excited to be taking on 
a new role. I have been part of the Berwick Chase crew 
for all most 10 years. I have taught Prep through to 
Grade 6 and this year I will be teaching Auslan to the 
Prep-Grade 2’s.  
I am kept very busy at home with my (almost) 3-year old 
daughter and our two sausage dogs – Slinky and Martini. 
We love going on adventures as a family 
and will be heading off to travel around 
Australia in our caravan later this year. I 
also love going water skiing, reading and 
chocolate.   
I am very excited to be bringing Auslan 
to the Chase and can’t wait to start 
learning new things together. If you see 
me around the place please come and 
say hi! 

 
 
 
Relief 
Teaching 
Team 

 
 
Hi everyone, our names are De Dumenil, Deb Moore and 
Martine Carmichael, together, w e make up the 
Teaching Relief Team at Berwick Chase this year. The 
Teacher’s Agreement acknowledges the many hours 
teachers put into their classes and professional           
development and as such, they are often time-poor. 
Therefore, each term teachers are entitled to a day     
(pro-rata) outside of the classroom to dedicate to areas of 
need like planning, data analysis, correction, etc.  David 
Cliff will be joining the team at the start of Term 2.  
 
This is where we come in. As experienced teachers we 
will be implementing the curriculum as outlined by your 
child’s teacher during their absence. Please feel free to 
approach us if you have any questions or concerns while 
your children have been in our care. We are very much 
looking forward to working across all year levels and put-
ting more faces to names as the year goes on.  
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Grade 1/2 Sport Reflections 
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 Dear Parents/Guardians  
We wish to advise of the following:  

School Tour dates for Term 1 and Term 2 2019 for transition 
purposes:  
Parents, guardians and students who have not yet been on a school tour are invit-
ed to attend on one of the following dates:  
Dates: Friday March 8th, Friday March 22nd, Friday May 3rd, Friday May 10th or Friday May 31st  

Time: 11.30am – 12.30pm - please arrive by 11.15am to sign in on our premises  
Bookings essential via our webpage: http://www.kambryacollege.com/school-tours/  
• More details to follow regarding our Year 7 2020 Transition Information Nights  

 
 68 Bemersyde Drive  

Berwick VIC 3806  
Ph: 9707 7600  
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