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Wow! 

Can you believe we’re almost half way 

through the school year already?  The kids, 

staff and parent helpers have been working 

very hard to make sure we have all the  

information we need to write the midyear 

reports.  I have had the pleasure of reading 

a couple of hundred of the kid’s reports and 

I’m really pleased with how the kids are 

going. It is important to remember that 

midyear reports don’t necessarily give a 

total picture of your child’s academic   

standing as not all topics have been      

covered in the first half of the year.  They 

will however give you a great idea of what 

your child has achieved so far, what we are 

going to do to ensure their future          

development, and what you can do at home 

to ensure your child is supported in their 

learning.  

Speaking of reports…parent teacher      

interviews will be conducted throughout the 

last week of school.  Don’t forget, we use 

an online system that allows you to get the 

interview times you need without the    

hassle.  A letter went home yesterday   

regarding the PTO system.  Accompanying 

the letter will be the log-in details for your 

family.  If you do not have access to a  

computer or the internet, please feel free to 

use the computers at school to arrange 

your interview times or contact Eileen in the 

office for assistance.  We have reminded 

the kids that these letters must go to their 

parents and not be left amongst the debris 

at the bottom of their bag. 

Safety 

There have been several reports from the 

Berwick / Beaconsfield area of children  

being followed to and from school.  In fact 

there was an attempted abduction recently 

in Beaconsfield.  Please reinforce the 

‘Stranger Danger’ message with your     

children.  Staff regularly discuss this issue 

within the learning areas, and               

reinforcement at home strengthens the 

message. It is vital that children do not  

engage in conversation with any adult who 

is unknown to them, that they get to a safe 

place as quickly as possible and that they 

alert a trusted adult of the incident as soon 

as possible.  Please remind your children 

that if they feel unsafe on the way to 

school, that there are staff here that they 

can  inform as soon as they arrive at school.   

These matters need to be handled with 

sensitivity as it will not improve student 

safety if they’re in a state of panic, but  

children need to be aware of possible    

dangers and the resulting actions that will 

maximise their safety. 

On another safety issue, we recently     

conducted a school lock down drill at     

Berwick Chase Primary School.  This drill is 

supposed to simulate what we would do if 

there was a dangerous intruder on the 

school grounds, chemical spill near-by,  

severe storm, etc.  During the drill the   

children, staff, volunteers and visitors are 

required to assemble at pre-determined 

points throughout the school away from 

external view.   

We have conducted a number of fire 

(evacuation) drills and now the lock down 

practice will become a regular part of our 

emergency management / safety program.  

I’m pleased to say that the drill went     

extremely well and discussions have been 

held with staff and groups of students to 

find ways in which we can improve this 

procedure.  Like all emergency             

management procedures, we hope that we 

never need to use them. 

Bike Riders 

Student safety is always a concern.  With 

the severe traffic conditions in and around 

Berwick, it is vital that our kids take every 

safety precaution possible.  Hopefully these 

will deter children from taking off without 

their helmet and encourage them to follow 

the road rules: 
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June Events 
Thursday 13th 
2014 Prep Information night 
6:30-7:30pm 

Friday 14th 
Gr 5/6—Lightening Premiership 
Saturday 15th 
School Tour  9-10am 
Tuesday 18th 
Footsteps Disco 
6:00 pm—Prep, Gr 1 & 2 

7:10pm—Gr 3-6 

Thursday 20th 
Performing Arts Showcase 

6:30pm 
Monday 24th 
Japanese Expo 4-6pm 

Friday 28th 
Last Day of Term 2 

2:30pm  dismissal 
 

July Events 
Monday 15th 
First Day of Term 3 

Tuesday 16th—Friday 26th 
Life Ed Van 

Monday 22nd 
Swimming program commences 
for Gr 1/2 

Friday 26th 
Swimming program commences 

for Preps 

CALENDAR: 

Thursday  
13th June 2013 

Social Skills 

This week: Excellence 
Next Week: Independence 

Reminder 
This newsletter can be 
viewed on our website 

at any time. 
http://

www.berwickchaseps.

vic.edu.au/Site/news/
newsletters/ 
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……..continued 

Failure to wear a helmet     $146 

Failing to obey traffic lights     $292 

Riding improperly      $117 

Using a bicycle to carry a person (dinking)   $146 

Riding on the footpath (12 year olds and older)  $117 

We want all of our school community to remain safe and sound 

so please take note of the road rules…not only will this help 

keep you safe but it will save you money. 

Social Skills  

As part of our weekly program, a social skill is introduced and 

discussed each week.  Every fortnight, the social skill is also the 

theme for our multi aged news groups. This is where the    

students spend an hour working collaboratively with a different 

group of children to those in their home group and year level.  

Part of the agenda for these groups is to discuss and complete 

activities around the upcoming social skill.  So you can talk 

about these important skills at home. The social skills for the 

rest of this term are: 

Excellence – trying to complete every task to the very best of 

your ability and getting the most out of every opportunity. 

Independence – being able to take responsibility for your 

actions, conduct and belongings.  Goal setting and responsibility 

are closely related to independence. 

Self-Discipline – the ability to regulate your own behaviour.  

Self-discipline impacts on many other social skills and personal 

attributes. 

 

Murray Geddes 
Principal 
 

Parent Teacher Interviews 

Our Parent Teacher Interviews will be held on  Tuesday 25th to 

Thursday 27th June excepting 12D which will be held on Ms 

Moore’s return in Term 3. Please look in your child’s school bag 

as Parent Log In slips and instructions were sent home       

yesterday. If you have any problems logging in please let us 

know. We ask that if you are making a booking for more than 

one child please leave a gap of 10 minutes between bookings to 

allow for times running over. 

 

Education Maintenance Allowance 

(EMA) - 2nd Instalment of 2013  

If you hold a current Health Care or Pension Card valid as of 

15th July, 2013 and you did not receive EMA  at the beginning 

of the year, please contact the school office for an application 

form. 

Applications must be submitted to School by Friday 2nd August. 

Late Applications are not accepted by the Department. 

If you are new to our school and you applied for EMA in the 

first half of the year at your previous school you will need to fill 

in a new application form to receive your second instalment. 

If you held a Health Care or Pension Card earlier this year, but 

it is no longer valid, please advise us so that we can update our 

information. 

If you applied at the beginning of the year you DO NOT need to 

apply again. 

 

Have you lost anything in Term 2? 
We have a number of students who have lost items this term—

especially school jackets.  They have searched the lost property 

boxes and their classrooms, and they still haven’t turned up.  It 

is understandable that many parents are upset given they have 

labelled their child's clothing and they are not cheap to replace.   

Can you please check your own child's jackets, hats etc. to   

ensure that they have not accidently picked up someone else's.   

Also, as we near the end of Term 2, our lost property boxes are 

overflowing with jumpers, hats, umbrellas, balls, lunch boxes, 

drink bottles and other assorted items —many unnamed. If you 

have lost anything this term, please come in and look through 

our lost property tub which is located in the sick bay.  The lost 

property tubs will be cleaned out over the school holidays. 

 

2013 Yearbook Design Competition 
The 2013 Yearbook Cover Design competition has begun.    
Children should have received their entry forms, if they wish to 
participate. Winning designs will be featured on the front and 
back covers of the yearbook.  Please return your entry forms to 
Bec in the office by Thursday 27th June.  There are lots of 
great prizes to be won!! 

 

Mad On Music 
Kaia has been awarded the Mad On 
Music - Signature Award, for the most    
practiced !!!  
Well done Kaia. 
 
 
 

School Banking 
Just a reminder for parents who have signed their child up for a 
Piggy Bank Passbook Account at Bendigo Bank. You can hand it 
into school every Tuesday.  Please make sure bank books are 
handed to teachers in the morning of ‘Bank Day’ and they will 
be returned the following day. 
If you have yet to sign up for a Piggy Bank Passbook Account, 
then please visit the Beaconsfield District Community Bank  
located at Shop 6, 52-62 Old Princes Highway, Beaconsfield.  
 
 
If you have any questions 
please call the office. 
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District Cross Country 

Congratulations to Taleah, Olivia, Makaio and Michael who  

represented us at District Cross Country last week. They were 

pretty exhausted - apparently the track was a lot more "cross  

country like" after all of the rain that poured in last weekend.  

Unfortunately none of our kids have made it through to  the 

next level, but they are super proud of their efforts and so they 

should be! Taleah was the closest to sneaking through at 15th, 

with the others all coming in the Top 30. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Life Ed 

The Life Ed Van will be at our school from Tuesday 16th to  

Friday 26th July.  Life Education is the largest non-government 

provider of health education to children and young people,  

Australia wide. Their Mission is to empower children and young 

people to make   informed choices for a safe and healthy life. 

Life Ed work with schools to build the capability of young    

people by challenging their values and attitudes,   expanding 

their knowledge and developing their skills. The  program is 

designed to motivate, encourage and empower them to      

exercise real choices – and make informed healthy   lifestyle 

decisions. Good health underpins the wellbeing of all          

Australians. It is a critical enabler determining a person's     

capacity to lead an active and productive life.  

 

Eaten Any Good Books Lately? 
Don’t forget to get planning if you have entered our Edible Book 

Competition.  Judging will take place on Wednesday 26th June 

at 10:30am in the library.  Please see Mrs Loh if you need any 

ideas.  Winners will be announced at assembly on Friday 28th 

June. 

 

AFL Clinics 

Look how much fun everyone had during the AFL clinics run by 

SEDA [Sport Education & Development Assoc.]  
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Footsteps Disco 

Tuesday 18th June 

Our 5 week Footsteps Dance program has begun, and our kids 

have been having a ball – pardon the pun. This fabulous      

program is designed specifically for primary school students and 

uses dances that focus on teaching rhythm, co-ordination, 

movement and FUN!!!! I even heard a little whisper that some 

teachers weren’t able to resist the opportunity to join in and 

bust a few moves on the dance floor too. Footsteps           

complements our Physical Education program here at Berwick 

Chase, where our primary focus is on the sound development of 

fundamental motor skills. We’ve already completed the first 

three sessions and the program will continue to run for another 

two weeks on Tuesdays, concluding on Tuesday 25th June. 

There will also be a Footsteps Disco included for those        

attending the Dance Program. Notices regarding the Disco wer 

sent home yesterday. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The Munch Box Café  

As part of the Grade 3 to 6 Electives Program a number of   

students participate in the Café (Munch Box) elective, where 

they are given the opportunity to cook, wait tables, host guests 

at the Munch Box, and be a cashier. All of these are great 

learning experiences for the children. We have had some    

fantastic support from the school community and we would love 

to thank you for your donations of cakes and slices to serve at 

the Munch Box and being our customers. The children love  

being able to demonstrate the skills that they have learnt    

during this program and are very excited when we have lots of 

customers. The staff also love being a part of the program and 

look forward to sampling all of the delicious treats that the  

children bake. For those of you who haven’t yet found the time 

to visit the Munch Box, it is open every Tuesday from 2:30 to 

3:30pm. All items are $1 each.  
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Just another 

day in 3/4WJ 
 

 

We had lots of fun making our own 3/4WJ Harlem Shake! We 

brought in lots of costumes and are very proud of what we 

were able to create. 

 

 

We read ‘The Little Red Hen’ and got to make our own bread. 

 

 

We have been learning about mass and how to weigh and  

compare items using balance scales. 

 

 

 

 

 

We got to practice our AFL skills with some up and coming  

footballers from the SEDA organisation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our buddy grade is 1/2RM. We get to partake in lots of fun 

activities, such as making our own ‘silly face’ biscuits and    

writing a narrative together.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Issue 9     #6— 13th June 

Japanese with the Preps 
The Preps always look forward to  Japanese each 

week. They have been doing lots of exciting things 

this term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Prep AK’s Greetings Posters   Prep CF Saying hello 

 

The Preps have been super excited about 

learning how to write their names using the 

Japanese characters. 
 

 

 

 
 Lizzy, Prep C             Students from Prep CF hard at  

       work, writing their names 

 
The last couple of weeks the Preps have been very 

busy in preparation for the Japanese Expo! 

We have been discussing how we get to school and 

comparing how Japanese students get to school.  

 

We have also been       

learning our song Mary 

Had a Little Lamb in    

Japanese. All the students 

have   thoroughly enjoyed    

singing the song and are 

looking forward to performing it.        
       (Prep MO Practicing the Expo song) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to invite you to Berwick 

Chase’s very first Japanese Expo Night on 

Monday the 24th of June. The Munch Box 

will be open from 4pm till 6pm on this 

night to showcase the fantastic unit of 

work called ‘All About Me’ that all  levels 

(Prep to Grade 6) have been learning about 

in Japanese so far this year. Feel free to 

bring family and friends along to have a 

look at the great work everyone has been 

busy working on.  
 

Also students in Prep to Grade 2 will be  

performing the Japanese song that they 

have been learning at assembly on the 21st 

of June and Grades 3 to 6 will be             

performing theirs the following assembly 

on the 28th of June. 

 

We would love to see you there!!! 

Japanese 
EXPO 
NIGHT 
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The grade 5/6 students have been working on 
lino carving and printing in their Art classes. They 
first designed a picture then transferred the     
picture onto lino or printing foam. They then used 
the carving tools to carve their pictures out.    
Students then applied different colour ink or paint 
to make multiple prints of their design. Finally 
they presented their 3 favourite prints onto black 
and coloured cardboard. They did a super job and 
the prints look fantastic! 
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Reading Matters—a note from a parent…… 
 
How do you feel about your child’s reading?  I know that for 

quite a long time, I had that ‘I know there’s something, but I 
can’t put my finger on it’ feeling about one of my children.  It 
started pre kinder when we felt she was clumsy, it continued 
as we tried to teach her letters and numbers at home, and 
again, in prep as she struggled to learn the basics of literacy. 
It wasn’t that she was doing badly, more that she wasn’t doing 
as well as I expected based on her, it was that things seemed 
harder for her than they needed to be. 
We all know that children develop at different rates in the  
early years, what is less well known is that a child’s vision also   
develops.  Visual development takes place over the early years 
but sometimes it doesn’t develop quite as it should.  This can 
occasionally mean that although there is ‘nothing wrong with 
their eyesight’, their eyes aren’t quite talking to their brains as 

they should be.  The way that your child’s brain  processes the 
information that his or her eyes receive can strongly affect a 
child’s ability to read. 
Children who are struggling to process visual cues may: 
- Be ‘clumsy’ 
- Get really tired reading (Can we just do half of the book?) 
- Struggle to concentrate 
- Blink a lot or rub eyes 
- Have red or watery eyes 
- Sit close to the tv 
- Turn letters around  
- Sound words out or write the wrong way (ie starting with last 
letter) 

- Sound a word out on page one, but then have to do the 
same again for the same word on the next line or page 
- Struggle with focus between their book and the board 
- Be unable to keep their letters in a straight line on the page 
If your child displays any of these signs, it may be worth    
having his or her eyes examined by a Behavioural Optometrist.  
Behavioural Optometrists are able to do standard eye tests but 
they also specialise in how the eyes talk to the brain.   
If you are concerned about your child’s eyesight, have a chat 

to your child’s Teacher for details of Behavioural Optometrists 

in the local area.   

COMMUNITY NEWS 
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