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As the hours of daylight get shorter, the 

weather gets colder, and there is an      

increase in substances running out of    

children’s noses, we are reminded that  

Winter is upon us and it’s time to rug up to 

try and stay warm.  It may be cold outside, 

but inside Berwick Chase it is still a hub of 

activity with many different things         

happening, above and beyond the regular 

classroom programs. 

Reports 

It’s report time again, and this year it is a 

bit different and new for all of us.  Staff are 

using a new reporting program, assessing 

students against new curriculum guidelines 

and outcomes as set out by the            

department, and the layout of our reports 

has changed as well.   

What does this mean for you as parents?  

Well, to start with the “dots” (otherwise 

known as progression points) on the graph 

may appear like they have remained the 

same in the past 12 months.  I can assure 

you this is not the case.  Your child has 

continued to learn and develop, but what 

has changed is what is expected of our  

students in the new AusVELS curriculum.  

It’s like comparing apples and oranges.  The 

progression points your child received in 

previous years were based on the VELS 

curriculum.  As part of the new national 

curriculum, we are now required to use 

AusVELS to assess against.  They are     

different curriculums, and therefore cannot 

be compared. 

Also, the way our reports look this year will 

be a bit different to previous years.  We 

now have a separate comment section for 

English, Mathematics, and Japanese, and 

specialists are required to comment on your 

child’s effort and behaviour during their 

sessions. 

We are endeavouring to send reports home 

in the last week of term, with Parent   

Teacher interviews also being held that 

week.  There will be more information   

regarding interview times in coming weeks. 

Staff Car Park and General Parking 

It is becoming increasingly dangerous in our 

staff car park with parents driving at unsafe 

speeds when delivering and collecting their 

child from before and afterschool care.  We 

would hate for an accident to occur, so 

please be vigilant when driving in and 

around the school grounds. 

Please remember that the “drop off zone” 

on Bridgewater Blvd, is exactly that, a “drop 

off zone”.  Police have been observing and 

are concerned with the amount of people 

who are parking illegally, as well as double 

parking in the street.  They have begun 

patrols and will begin handing out tickets.  

We are well aware that parking is an issue 

around our school, and we have contacted 

the City of Casey on multiple occasions to 

try and resolve the matter. 

Footsteps 

There has been a fair bit of foot tapping, 

moving and shaking coming from the school 

Gym with the commencement of the    

Footsteps program for all grade levels 

across the school.  Students will participate 

in sessions every Tuesday until the end of 

term.  We can’t wait for the school disco at 

the end of the program to see all their 

moves. 

Divisional Cross Country 

I know I say it every year, but it still   

amazes me that some people would choose 

to run in the wind and rain, up and down 

hills, through mud and puddles….actually, 

come to think of it that bit does sound like a 

bit of fun.  Once again we have a number 

of students who have performed really well 

at this, and have made it through to      

Divisional Cross Country.  This coming  

Monday, Taleah and Olivia from 3/4,     

together with Makaio and Michael from 5/6, 

will be representing our school at the event, 

and we wish them the best of luck. 
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May Events 
Thursday 30th 
AFL clinic—3/4’s held today 
Friday 31st 
AFL clinic—Preps, 1/2’s & 5/6’s 

 

June Events 
Saturday 1st 
School Tour  9-10am 

Tuesday 4th 
Footsteps Dance program     
continues 

Monday 10th 
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Thursday 13th 
2014 Prep Information night 
6:30-7:30pm 

Saturday 15th 
School Tour  9-10am 

Thursday 20th 
Performing Arts Showcase 

6:30pm 

Friday 28th 
Last Day of Term 2 

CALENDAR: 

Thursday  
30th May 2013 

Social Skills 

 
This week: Concern for others 

 
Next Week: Truth 

Reminder 
This newsletter can be 
viewed on our website 

at any time. 
http://

www.berwickchaseps.

vic.edu.au/Site/
news/newsletters/ 
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……..continued 

Emergency Management Procedures 

Over the next few weeks, we will be conducting a number of 

fire and other emergency management drills.  Please be      

assured that these are only drills.  We need to make sure that 

staff, students and visitors know what to do and expect if we 

are ever in the unfortunate position of having to run the      

procedures for real.   

If a real emergency situation does occur at school, we        

understand that your main concern will be for your child but we 

ask that you refrain from entering the school during any     

emergency situation.  Our duty of care is for those that are 

inside our school buildings at the time and we cannot let     

anyone inside once a situation is in place.  All attempts will be 

made to contact families through our SMS system or phone. 

Another reason to ensure your contact details are up to date at 

all times. 

Enjoy the next two weeks, and stay tuned for more exciting 

news and events happening here at Berwick Chase. 

Megan Dell 
Assistant Principal 
 

District Cross Country 

Congratulations to all of our students who competed in District 

Cross Country. A lot of our kids finished in the top 20-30 places,  

in races that had up to 75 kids in them. Unfortunately though, 

only the top 10 from each race go through to the next level. It 

was a great day - uncharacteristic for a cross country run  with 

the sun shining & no rain! 

Competition Success 

Congratulations to Owen from 3/4C who recently competed in 

the Victorian Gymnastics Championship (team finals).  

 

 

 

AFL Clinics 

The SEDA [Sport Education & Development Assoc.] AFL group 

is coming out to The Chase to run AFL clinics this week. They 

are affiliated with the AFL - specifically the Melbourne &     

Hawthorn Football Clubs although no AFL players will be joining 

us at these sessions.  

 

Munchbox Cafe 
Just a reminder that our Munchbox Café which is run by our 

Grade 3-6 elective program is open on Tuesday afternoons 2:30

-3:30pm, so why not drop by for some afternoon tea and a 

warm cuppa. 

Breakfast club also operates in the Munchbox Café on Friday 

mornings 8-8:40am.  Toast and Cereal is available.   

Hot Chocolates are 50c  

 

Eaten Any Good Books Lately? 
 

We are having an edible book competition! 

 

 

 

If you fancy yourself as a creative whiz in the kitchen then this 

competition is for you! 

All you need to do is re-create your favourite book or book 

character in an edible form, ie cake, biscuits, jelly etc. 

You must present your masterpiece along with the book (or a 

photo-copy of the front page) and a list of all ingredients used.   

Judging will take place on Wed 26th June (last week of school) 

at 10.30am in the library with all contestants welcome. A $2.oo 

entry fee will apply. We will then head over to the munchbox 

cafe for tea, coffee ... and cake!!!! 

Winners will be announced at final assembly on Friday        

afternoon.   

This competition is open to ALL members of the Berwick Chase 

Community. So put your thinking caps (and aprons) on, get 

creative and have a go! To register your interest please see  

Mrs Loh in the library before 10th June. 

Good luck!! 
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What have Prep MO been up to 

lately?? 

 

 

 

Running in the cross country 

was great. I ran really fast - 

Ripley 

Making bubbles in the 

playground was really 

fun - Lalya 

I have enjoyed making 

patterns in Maths - Ava 

I have enjoyed 

writing my name in 

Japanese - Ashlea 

My favourite thing to 

do this term has been 

watching news groups 

- Tahnee 

I have liked  

reading different 

things in reading 

groups - Dylan 

I liked using 

the iPads in 

reading groups 

- Sam 
I have really liked 

writing about the 

star of the week - 

Jayla 

I have enjoyed 

being a VIP - 

Zac 

I have liked making 

Jelly in  Japanese - 

Kaylah 
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THIS WEEK IN 

JAPANESE… 
 

1/2 students have been 

learning about our Sister 

School, Hamagawa          

Elementary School in    

Okinawa, Japan.  

 

 

 

They have also been       

practising their Expo songs 

and how to greet each other 

in Japanese. Masami has 

also been sharing her       

expertise. 

They have got a 

bigger Library 

than us.          

Gemma 

It’s pretty cool 

that they have a 

swimming pool. 

Toby 
There was these Japanese 

people and they were  

singing. Nathan 

It’s different that they 

make their lunches. Lily 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

A Local (City of Casey) Online Marketplace where 

mums and mums-to-be, can buy and sell quality  

preloved baby, kids and maternity goods and find 

local businesses 

 

It’s FREE to post ads for your preloved baby and kids 

goods.  Simply register and post your ads at anytime 

Browse the listings and find  

bargains today! 
 

Find local businesses relevant to 

Kids, Mums and Families  

Or Promote your own Business in 

the Casey Mums Business Directory 

www.caseymums.com.au 
Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/CaseyMums 

 
 
 
Starting July 2013 
STEP 1 

From July 2013 submit your details 
online 
 
• Go to the WWC Check website  
• Fill out the form online  
• Print out the application summary with all the details you    
entered 

 

STEP 2 

Go to a participating Australia Post 
outlet to lodge your application, taking 
with you: 
 
• The application summary  
• Relevant proof of identity documents  
• A passport size photo  
• The application fee, if you are applying for an Employee 
card  
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Murdoch Children's Research Institute at the Royal    
Children’s Hospital is running a randomised clinical trial 
of an online weight management program designed for 
overweight adolescents aged 12 to 17.  
Staying Fit is an internet-based program designed to  
encourage overweight adolescents to make healthy food 
choices and increase physical activity. The Staying Fit 
program has been used successfully in the United States 
and we have modified it to make it suitable for young 
people in Australia. Participants are randomised to the 
Staying Fit program or the Usual Care program. For 
those in the Staying Fit group, personalised support for 
each individual is delivered after considering each            
adolescent’s BMI, along with weight and shape con-
cerns. This support includes weekly personalised con-
tact, the use of a pedometer and access to a walking 
program. Staying Fit contains interactive quizzes, logs 
and a       discussion board. The program takes approxi-
mately 1 hour per week for around 12 weeks. Those ran-
domised to the Usual Care program will receive physical 
activity and nutrition information currently available to           
Adolescents.  
 

The participants are asked to complete online            
questionnaires and have their height, weight, blood 
pressure and waist circumference measured by a        
researcher at baseline, 3, 6 and 12 months follow-ups. 
Measurements are taken in the participant’s home or at 
the Royal Children’s Hospital. Parents are also invited to 
complete questionnaires and are sent regular           
newsletters on how they can support their teenager. The 
results will demonstrate the feasibility and effectiveness 
of using the personalised, targeted Staying Fit program 
for addressing weight-related behaviours during adoles-
cence. Recruitment has commenced and we are looking 
for overweight young people aged between 12 and 17.  
If you would like to know more, contact the Staying Fit 
Project Coordinator, Karly Cini on (03) 9345 6954 or 
email: stayingfit@mcri.edu.au  
The ethical aspects of this research project have been 
approved by the Human Research Ethics Committee of 
The Royal Children’s Hospital, Parkville. This project will 
be carried out according to the National Statement on 
Ethical Conduct in Human Research (2007) produced by 
the National Health and Medical Research Council of 
Australia.  
Karly Cini—Staying Fit Project Coordinator  
Murdoch Childrens Research Institute  
The Royal Children’s Hospital  
Flemington Road Parkville Victoria 3052 Australia  
T 03 9345 6954  
E staying.fit@mcri.edu.au W www.mcri.edu.au  
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