
 

 

Issue 8   # — 4th June 

Financial Literacy 

I was in the Senior School yesterday where 

the learning area I was in was buzzing  

during their maths session.  The           

excitement, discussion and practical      

application of maths skills was              

sensational!  The activity involved students 

putting together a carnival. Remaining   

within a given budget, they had to organise 

rides, food and facilities.  They had to    

regularly check in with one of their bank 

managers (teachers) to ensure their       

calculations were accurate and that they 

were keeping track of their bank           

balance.  There were a whole lot of       

associated shape and measurement      

activities as well, to develop their spatial 

skills.  This is a great activity for a number 

of reasons: 

- It gives the kids the opportunity to use 

their computation skills in a practical      

application 

- It teaches budgeting and prioritising – 

Very important life skills. 

- It links several maths skills together so 

they are being taught and practised in    

context 

- It encourages discussion about maths     

concepts in practical use. 

- It allows staff to assess the student’s     

practical understanding of maths concepts 

- And, and, and, and. 

We have been very big in education on 

teaching kids about money in terms of cents 

in a dollar, giving and receiving change etc 

but the important skills like budgeting and 

saving haven’t really been taught           

effectively.  Between home and school we 

need to make sure the kids have the     

financial literacy skills to successfully    

manage their earnings when they get older 

and understand the value of a dollar.  After 

all, they’ve got to look after their parents 

when they get old! 

 

Don’t forget….. 

Because the kids have been so good for the 

first eight weeks of term they can all have 

the day off on Monday!  Don’t forget the 

Queen’s Birthday holiday on Monday. 

SchoolMate 

No, it’s not a typo!!!!!  Try the link below to 

learn more about a new app for your apple 

and android device.   

www.education.vic.gov.au/schoolmate 

 

Fact Sheet 

What is SchoolMate?  

SchoolMate is an app for Victorian parents 

to help them understand what their kids are 

learning and to get more involved in their 

education. 

Who is SchoolMate for?  

Parents of Prep to Year 10 students in   

Victorian government schools.  

How can I get SchoolMate? 

You can download it now for free from the 

App Store and Google Play. Just search for 

‘SchoolMate’. 

Does SchoolMate work on all phones and 

tablets?  

SchoolMate works on all iPhone 4s, 5s and 

6s and iPads. It also works on Android 

phones and tablets. 

 

Try 5 

The social skill for this week and next is 

“Try 5”.  Try 5 is a way for students to take 

responsibility for solving social issues     

occurring between them and other school 

mates.  We are always there to help the 

kids resolve issues between students but we 

always encourage them to try resolving the 

issue themselves first.  Everyone feels good 

about solving a problem themselves.  It 

builds resilience and self-confidence.  See 

how good your child’s memory is and ask 

them to tell you about the Try 5 method. 

 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to Mr Jordan  and his wife 

Amanda on the arrival of their first baby 

Harper.  Congratulations also to Mr Byron 

Thompson and his wife Eden on the arrival 

of their second child, Piper.  We have also 

recently farewelled Mrs Kimber (Hinch) who 

is taking leave to have her 2nd child.      

Congratulations and good luck to all. 

 

Continued over…………………………………. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
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CHATTER 
72 Viewgrand Drive, Berwick  3806 

PO Box 4084, Narre Warren South  3805 

Phone: 9707 7799   Fax: 9707 7700 

Email: berwick.chase.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  
Web: www.berwickchaseps.vic.edu.au 

 
 
 
 
 
June Events 
Thursday 4th 

Grade 3-6 Athletics Due 
Friday 5th 

Gr 5/6 Interschool Sports 

Monday 8th 
Queen’s Birthday  

Public Holiday 
 

 
 

 

 
Tuesday 9th 

Grade 3-6 Electives 
Wednesday 10th 

Gr 3-6 Athletics 

Friday 12th 
Gr 5/6 Interschool Sports 

Tuesday 16th 
Grade 3-6 Electives 

Friday 19th 

5/6’s Hooptime 
Monday 22nd 

Prep CFM Safety Village Excn 
Tuesday 23rd 

Grade 3-6 Electives CANCELLED 
Japanese Expo—Grade 3-6’s 

3.30-4pm (More info soon) 

Wednesday 24th 
Prep KWT Safety Village Excn 

Friday 26th 
Last day of Term 2 

2.30pm Finish 

 
 

 
 

 

July Events 
Monday 13th 

Frist day of Term 3 
 

 

 
 

 
 

CALENDAR: 

Thursday  
4th June 2015 

 
This Weeks Social Skill: 

Have you tried all 5 
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     …………..Continued 

RUBBISH! 

Below is a letter that I sent to the kids yesterday.  The state of 

the yard is getting worse and many of the kids still do not use 

the bins provided around the school.  I’ve already had some 

fantastic replies from students who are coming up with some 

great ideas to improve the state of our yard. Time for drastic 

measures! 

Dear Kids 

One of these photos shows the hand 
full of rubbish I picked up while 
walking from the gym to the office 
yesterday afternoon.  I'm sure you'll 
agree that having this amount of    
rubbish on the ground over such a 
short distance is disgusting!  The 
other photo shows part of the garden 
between the Prep area and the Senior 
School; it was clear of rubbish this 
morning! I was conducting a school 
tour on Monday and was embarrassed to 
show the new parents our yard because 
it looked so un-kept, dirty and     
untidy.  Although I pick up lots of 
rubbish, I never drop any......and I 
don't think that's fair!  We have 
tried everything and nothing seems to 
work.  The simple fact is that if  
people stopped being lazy and started 
using the bins we wouldn't have a 
problem and nobody would have to pick 
up wrappers.  So here's the 
deal......unless the yard improves by 
people putting their rubbish in the 
bins provided, I will ban you taking 
wrappers into the yard.  This means 
you have to take the food out of its 
wrapping before leaving the learning 
area.  It also means that food     
purchased from the canteen will need 
to be eaten on the performing arts 
stage before you leave the courtyard 
area.  We shouldn't need to do this 
but it will happen if students at the 
Chase don't start showing some      
responsibility and care for our     
environment by using the bins. 

Yours Sincerely 

Murray Geddes 
Principal   

Lost Property 
With just over 800 children at Berwick Chase now,  there is a   

constant stream of jumpers, containers, hairbands, balls etc, 

coming into our lost property tubs.  Please ensure your child’s 

personal belongings are named where possible as it helps us to 

both get items back to your child and helps your child identify 

their things when they come in to look for them.  Our lost   

property tubs are located in the Sick Bay should you wish to 

look for any lost items.  Please note, all items are cleaned out 

at the end of each term so please ensure you collect all lost 

property prior to the last day. 

 

Punctuality 

Punctuality is encouraged at Berwick Chase Primary School for 

several reasons.  Not only does this enable our school to fulfil 

its responsibility for the safety and welfare of students, it also 

assists the students to develop qualities such as responsibility, 

self-discipline, good manners and respect for others learning in 

their classrooms. Students regularly arriving late create a     

disruption in the classroom.  Students arriving after 9.00am 

require a parent/guardian to go to the office and sign them in 

prior to going to the classroom.   

 

School Photos 
Due to the number of students, MSP Photography will be taking 

all student individual, home group and family photographs 

across 2 days -  Wednesday 26th and Thursday 27th August.  

More information and order forms will be sent home next term. 

 

 

 

 

 

Playgroup 
The Berwick Chase Playgroup has changed back to a Thursday  

morning from 8.50am.  It will held in the After School Hours 

Care building.  Please come along for a cuppa and a chat with a 

gold coin donation!  

 

Social Skill 
This weeks Social Skill is “Have you tried all five”.  This is a 

strategy that we ask children to use  when they are feeling  

unsure and perhaps moving into the yellow zone.  Please have 

a chat with your child/ren about their understanding of the 

zones and trying all five. 
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Physical Education News 
 

Interschool Sports Results 

Week 6 

                     Mossgiel Park    v       BCPS (White) 

Handball              3                                       7 

Soccer                   2                                       0 

Tee Ball                 15                                    13 

Volley Stars         15                                     2 

Netball                 1    23 

 

  TMPS (Blue)      v          BCPS (Teal) 

Handball             5                                       10 

Soccer                   10                                      3 

Tee Ball                14                                      5 

Volley Stars         9                                      15 

Netball                18                                      6 

 

  TMPS (Gold)      v              BCPS (Black) 

Handball            10                                     15 

Soccer                7                                        1 

Tee Ball              18                                    10 

Volley Stars        0     2 

Netball                32                                      1 

  

Week 7 

  BCPS (Black)       v              Narre Warren Nth 

Handball                   10                                         12  

Netball                      30                                          6  

Tee Ball                     16                                         12  

Soccer                        0                                           4  

Volley Stars                 0                                           3    

 

   BCPS (Teal)         v              BCPS (White) 

Handball                           16                                          23  

Netball                              24                                          4  

TeeBall                              11                                         17 

Soccer                                3                                           1  

Volley Stars                         2                                           1  

 

Divisional Cross Country 

On Monday the 25th of May some children from our school 

went to Toomuc Reserve in Pakenham to represent Berwick 

Chase in the third stage of Cross Country. 

Everyone did an amazing job and three people from Berwick 

Chase have been lucky enough to make it to Regionals which is 

Stage 4 of the competition and the stage prior to State Cross 

Country which is a big effort to get into.  Congratulations to 

Taleah R, Skye W and Ryan L.  It was a great day, we did our 

best and most of all we had fun. 

We wish our students going to Regionals the very best and we 

will be back to inform you on how they did at a later time.  

Thank you, Skye (5/6 AJ) and Harmony (5/6 NS) 

 

 
          

           

Do I know you? 
Name:   
   Mrs Joanne Longland 
2015 Role:  
   HR Manager/Admin 

Q. Do you have kids? 
Yes I have 2 and both come to   
Berwick Chase. Plus, I have 3 fur 
babies! 
Q. Who is your favourite cartoon character? 
Mickey Mouse.  I even went to visit him in Disneyland last 
year. 
Q. What chore do you hate doing? 
I hate anything to do with clothes—washing, folding, 
ironing  and putting away.  I do love buying them 
though! 
Q. What is your favourite hobby? 
I love to read .  I also enjoy making jewellery although 
never seem to find enough time for it. 
Q. What is your memory of primary school? 
I remember sitting at a desk in a classroom listening to 
the teacher and having to work without talking.  Very 
different to our school! 

Name:   
Mrs Kim Aitchison 
2015 Role:  
   Education Support 

Q. Do you have kids?  
I have two children both in high school. 
Jasmine is 14 and Connor is 12. 
Q. What is your favourite food ? 
Vietnamese food, Thai and fruit. 
I dislike chocolate and Brussel sprouts. 
Q. What is your favourite season and why?  
Summer is my favourite. The reason being, you can spend 
more time outside and go to the beach , watch sport and 
spend time with family and friends having BBQ'S 
Q. What book are you currently reading?  
At the moment I am reading Running Hot by Lisa Tamati. 
It’s a very inspirational book. 
I enjoying reading different kind of books. 
Q. Where have you travelled ? 
I have travelled to a lot of different countries.  I  have 
travelled through Europe for a year, America three times, 
Thailand , Vietnam and Australia.   
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Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund (CSEF) 

 

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a 

temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF.  

The allowance will be paid to the school to use towards        

expenses relating to camps, excursions, or sporting        

activities for the benefit of your child. 

To be eligible for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a   

student attending a registered Government or              

non-government Victorian primary or secondary school 

must: 

   • on the first day of Term two, or; 

   • on the first day of Term three; 

 

Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State    

Concessions Act 2004, that is, be the holder of a Veterans   

Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care 

Card (HCC) or Pensioner Concession Card (PCC) holder,  

OR 

Be a temporary foster parent, and; 

 

Submit an application to the school by the due date. 

Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a 

child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested 

by Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also 

comply with one of (a) or (b) above. 

Parents should lodge a CSEF application form at the school 

by 26 June 2015. 

For more information about the CSEF visit 

www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 
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Footsteps Disco 
 

There was a fair bit of foot tapping and moving and shaking 

coming from the school Gym last Thursday.  Not only did the 

kids in Grades Prep to 4 have their last footsteps class, they 

also danced away their recess and lunch with a disco.   
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COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 

The Department of Education & Berwick Chase Primary School does not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. 

No responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education or Berwick Chase Primary School for accuracy of information contained in advertisement or claims made by 

them. 

Bankbooks 

must be      

received by 

the Office by 

9.30am          

Tuesdays for 

School         

Banking 


