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David Grant 

Yesterday we said goodbye to David Grant.  

David was a wonderfully warm man with a 

big commitment to the development of not 

only the Chase as a school but the Berwick 

South and broader community and, as such, 

had a major positive impact on many    

people. David was one of our inaugural 

School Council members and has been a 

valued member of the Council and        

associated sub committees ever since. We 

were extremely lucky to have his years of 

input, comradery and friendship.  Berwick 

Chase is certainly a better place for David’s 

significant contribution.  Thoughts are with 

his family and I thank you in advance for 

you respectful support of Ruth and her girls. 

David will be sorely missed.  

 

ANZAC Day  

Today a group of our student leaders    

represented Berwick Chase at an ANZAC 

service held at Kambrya College.  They  

participated in the wreath laying ceremony 

and acquitted themselves extremely well.  

There have been many in-depth discussions 

and some great units of work completed 

over the first two weeks of term to develop 

our student’s understanding of ANZAC Day 

and its importance in the Australian culture. 

 

Start of Term 

Congratulations must go to all members of 

the school community for the smooth and 

productive start to Term 2.  I’m sure that 

the ‘down time’ at the start of term       

continues to steadily decrease and is     

getting to the stage where one term      

efficiently rolls into the next with minimal 

disruption to student learning.  Well done 

everyone! 

 

Pre-Service Teachers 

You may have noticed a lot of new faces 

around the school at the moment.  Each 

year we host many pre-service teachers as 

a part of their university course.  Teaching 

rounds are a vital part of the pre-service 

teachers development and we are proud to 

provide this support at Berwick Chase.  

Please feel free to introduce yourself and 

say Hi if your child’s class is currently    

hosting a pre-service teacher.   

 

School Council 

Our School Council structure for 2015 is as 

follows.   

 

Parent Representatives              

Jason Longland—President   

Doug Vohs—Vice President                        

Tori Spencer—Treasurer 

Kelly Gilchrist—Fundraising 

Lynda Derbyshire 

Catherine English 

 

Co-Opted Members 

Tara Jenner 

 

Staff Representatives 

Dirk Jordan – Assistant Treasurer 

Rachel McCosker 

Maria Aloizos       

Kathy Brehaut 

 

Minute Taker 

Stephen Milward 

                  

 

Volunteer Courses 

This term we will once again be holding 

classroom helper courses for new           

volunteers as well as refresher courses for 

those who have completed the course in 

previous years. 

These will be the final courses for 2015 so if 

you are wanting to assist in classrooms this 

year and you have yet to attended either 

course, please see the details on page 5.  

To ensure that our students are receiving 

support of the highest quality, we expect 

that all our classroom helpers have       

completed the initial course and then    

refresher course each year after.  

 

 

Murray Geddes 
Principal             
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April Events 
Thursday 30th 

Grade Prep-4 Footsteps 
Grade 5/6 Family Life  

 

May Events 
Friday 1st 

Curriculum Day 
 
 
Thursday 7th 

Grade Prep-4 Footsteps 

Friday 8th 
Alpha Show 

Grade 5/6 Interschool Sports 
Tuesday 12th-Thursday 14th 

Grade 3 & 5 Naplan 
Friday 15th 

Divisional Cross Country 

Movie Under the Stars—6pm 
Mon 18th-Wed 20th 

Grade 3-6 Bully Busters 
Wednesday 20th 

Course for New Volunteers 

Friday 22nd 
Interschool Sport 

Wednesday 27th 
Volunteer Refresher Course 

Thursday 28th 
Grade Prep-4 Footsteps & Disco 

Friday 29th 

Gr 5/6 Interschool Sports 
 

June Events 
Friday 5th 
Gr 5/6 Interschool Sports 

Monday 8th 
Queen’s Birthday  

Public Holiday 
Friday 12th 

Gr 5/6 Interschool Sports 

 
 

 
 

CALENDAR: 

Thursday  
23rd April 2015 

Social Skills 
This week:  Teamwork 
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Movie Under The Stars 
On Friday 15th May, we will be holding our first ever “Movie 

Under the Stars” night.  The movie HOME will be screened on a 

big screen on the oval (or gym depending on the weather).  

Tickets are available for $5 each with children under 4 free!  All 

monies raised will go towards our 2015 Grade 6 Graduation.  

For further information, please see the notice that was sent 

home with your child earlier this week or visit our website 

http://www.berwickchaseps.vic.edu.au/news/notices/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Absence Notification 
When notifying us of your child’s absence via Tiqbiz or a note, 

can you please ensure the following details are included: 

 Child’s name (both first name and surname) 

 Parent name/signature 

 Date(s) of absence (ie. Not “yesterday”) 

 Reason for absence 

This will help us greatly when entering absence codes based on 

parent notifications from children across the school.   

 

Notices On Website 
Generic notices can now be found on our website at   

http://www.berwickchaseps.vic.edu.au/news/notices/ 

Please note, any permission notification forms that have your 

child’s details  are not available on the website.  If your child 

has misplaced these notices, they will need to be reprinted in 

the school office. 

 

School Banking 
Just a reminder, school banking with Bendigo bank has begun 

this term.  If you wish to participate, please ensure your child 

sends their bank book down to the office first thing on Tuesday 

mornings as the bank books are taken at 9:30am. 

 

Lost Property 
With nearly 800 children at Berwick Chase now,  there is a   

constant stream of jumpers, containers, hairbands, balls etc, 

coming into our lost property tubs.  Please ensure your child’s 

personal belongings are named where possible as it helps us to 

both get items back to your child and helps your child identify 

their things when they come in to look for them.  Our lost   

property tubs are located in the Sick Bay should you wish to 

look for any lost items. 

 

Bully Busters 
Bully Busters is a program that we run across our entire school 

from Preps to Grade 6.  The program aims to develop group 

empathy and awareness, help the teachers to effectively deal 

with perpetrators and targets, support active bystanders and 

teach effective defensive strategies to the kids.  

 

The program for our Prep and 1/2 grades held last term was 

called 'Cool Calm Kids'.  This is a highly interactive session that 

teaches young children the foundations of assertive behaviour, 

as well as the dangers of losing control. Strong, appropriate 

responses to teasing or bullying are explored using role-play 

and discussion. Starting an education around this topic early 

has been shown to greatly influence behaviour patterns and 

resilience, as children get older. 

 

The programs for our Grades 3-6 kids will be held in May. 

 

The Bully Buster program for our Grade 3/4 kids focusses on 

teaching the children to identify the different types of bullying 

behaviour and to better understand its impacts on others. Using 

small groups and role plays, it actively engages students and 

equips them with strategies for assertiveness, resisting peer 

pressure and taking an active bystander position. 

 

Bully Busters for Grade 5/6 extends the ideas that were       

introduced in the Resilient Kids workshop. At this age, it's    

beginning to be less important to children what teachers or 

parents think and more important what peer opinions are. With 

this in mind, there will be a series of student discussions, panels 

and role plays to explore with them how they approach and feel 

about this issue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Issue 5   #3— 23rd April 

Grade 3/4 Anzac Incursion 
Term 2 in grade 3/4 started off with a BANG! (literally) due to 

the ANZAC incursion held last Monday.  

Crawling through a ‘tunnel’ into the gym (aka a wide box frame 

that had been blacked out all around), students and teachers 

emerged to have a sergeant yell “GO FASTER!” The gym was 

full of artificial smoke and loud sounds of gunfire and          

explosions. We were all made to feel as if we had entered a 

very realistic simulation of a battlefield. 

The cast included Private Peterson (who was an inexperienced 

soldier learning the ropes, along with all of us!), a Sergeant 

Major (who was loud and mean, and did his best to bring some 

of the student ‘soldiers’ up to military standards) and a nurse 

(who helped a lot of wounded soldiers and found out her broth-

er was missing in action). 

We shed a tear, we laughed and overall we learnt a lot. From 

being exposed to new vocabulary (shrapnel, foresight trigger, 

Casualty Clearing Stations, frostbite, and much more), learning 

many new facts (a bayonet is 22 inches long, it is 12,000 miles 

to Gallipoli) as well as being immersed in a make-believe      

rendition of life in the army, everyone walked away with some-

thing to think about. 

Above all we learnt to look after each other and be proud to be 

Australian. 

By 3/4 MF 
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2015 Student Leaders 
We our proud to announce our Student Leaders for 2015! 

 

SCHOOL CAPTAINS: Ryan L and Audrey L 

SCHOOL VICE CAPTAINS: Benjamin M and Steffie P 

LIBRARY CAPTAINS: Tiare M and Holly W 

WELLBEING CAPTAINS: Jasmine G, Bobo N, Brandon S and Chelsea H 

GREEN HOUSE CAPTAINS: Darcy L and Nate P 

GREEN HOUSE VICE CAPTAINS: Ryan V and Sophie W 

YELLOW HOUSE CAPTAINS: Ayden N and Harmony M 

YELLOW HOUSE VICE CAPTAINS: Stefan V and Kayla B 

RED HOUSE CAPTAINS: Ruby H and Bailey D 

RED HOUSE VICE CAPTAINS: Reko R and Jorja G 

BLUE HOUSE CAPTAINS: Skye W and Zak M 

BLUE HOUSE VICE CAPTAINS: Kelvin A and Milli J 

I.C.T. CAPTAINS: Patrick V and Adil S 

CAFE CAPTAINS: Kannan H and Tyeesa A 

ART CAPTAINS: Chloe D and Angela P 

SCIENCE CAPTAINS: Riley K and Andy B 

PERFORMING ARTS CAPTAINS: Mikiah D and Brock C 

HEALTH & ENVIRONMENT CAPTAINS: Lewis C and Bridget H 

 

Each student who was awarded a position went through a rigorous and demanding process.   A ‘Position Description’ was written up 

for all leadership roles, and we had to make a short video outlining why we thought we would be an outstanding captain. Once all 

the videos were submitted, the Senior School got to watch the applications and voted on whom they thought would be the ideal 

captain for each leadership position. 

 

The next stage involved students being interviewed by the respective coordinators of each representative area (e.g. House Captains 

with Mr Olsen, Performing Arts Captains with Mrs Greengrass, etc.) and two snappishly dressed Senior School representatives! 

 

Term Two has only just began and we have done lots of things to help out our school community.  To give you a little insight into 

this, the House Captains have been helping the Preps on a weekly basis with their PMP program and assisted in sporting events 

around the school, such as our recent Cross Country. The Wellbeing Captains have helped set up a Kids Matter room and also help 

out at recess and lunch with the Tabloid area. The ICT Captains have started conducting fortnightly technology audits on each class-

room throughout the school, and set up the PA system before Assembly each week.  

 

Some of our captains were also able to attend the National Young Leaders Day Conference in the city and discuss what it takes to 

be a great leader with other student representatives from around Victoria! 

 

All the best from your student leaders for this term and we look forward to representing you this year! 

 

Audrey L, Ryan L, Steffie P and Ben M – School Captains 
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Do I know you? 

Name:   
   Miss Tess Mothersdale 
2015 Role:  
   Speech Pathologist 

Q. Do you have kids? 
I have a 27 year old man-kid living 
with me. 
Q. Were you named after anyone? 
‘Tess of the d'Urbervilles’, a novel by Thomas Hardy. 
Q. What is the first thing you notice about people? 
Their humility. I believe humility is the quality that allows 

us to grow, learn from our mistakes and be good leaders. 
The people I admire most in my life are humble and open
-minded. 
Q. What book are you reading now? 
‘The Brain that Changes Itself’ by Norman Doidge. It has 
some interesting theories on how autism is caused and 
why we’re seeing increased incidence. 
Q. Do you have a special talent? 
I can move my ears without using my hands. I realise this 
is not so special but it's as good as it gets. 

Name:   
   Mrs Debbie Loh 
2015 Role:  
   Library Teacher 

Q. Do you still have your tonsils? 
    Yes 
Q. What is your favourite ice-cream? 
    Ewh  its true I DO NOT like ice-cream!!!!!!! 
Q. What are your favourite smells? 
    Freshly cut grass, fresh bread and coffee!!! 
Q. What is your favourite food? 

    Chocolate 
Q. Summer or Winter? 
    Definitely Winter. I love sitting in front of my open fire. 
Q. What is your favourite dessert? 
     My mums golden syrup dumplings. 
Q.  What book are you reading now? 
      I read lots of books every day! 
Q.  What picture do you have on your computer? 
      A photo of my kids standing under a tree in Central         
 Park New York. 

The commitment and dedication shown by our parent and school community in supporting our classroom programs has been             

outstanding!  To further develop and utilise the skills of our volunteers, we are offering a course to train members of our community who 

are willing to be classroom helpers. 

We currently have over 100 members of the Berwick Chase Community trained and ready to assist in our school. 

The course will provide you with strategies to best assist students across all areas of the curriculum and grade levels, give you ideas on 

the many and various ways you can help in and out of the classroom, and answer any questions you may have.  It’s also a great        

opportunity to meet other members of our school community. 

We will be offering this course twice this term; one during the day and one evening session.  If you are unable to attend either of these 

sessions, please contact me at school and we will endeavor to make alternative arrangements. 

To ensure that our students are receiving support of the highest quality, we expect that all our classroom helpers have completed the 

initial course and then refresher course each year after. 

Courses for New Volunteers:   

Wednesday 20th May 

9:15am—11:15am   OR   6:00pm—8:00pm 

For those members of our community who have completed a course previously, you are required to complete a refresher session every 

year.  This years session will focus on interesting behavior's. 

Refresher Courses: 

Wednesday 27th May 

9:15am—10:45am  OR   6:00pm—7:30pm 

To confirm your place in these courses, please notify Joanne or Bec in the Office (9707 7799) by  Friday 15th May.  Remember to indicate 

which course you will be attending. 

If you require further information, please contact me at school. 

Nicole Weller 

Curriculum Coordinator 

BCPS Volunteer Program Term 2, 2015 
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Physical Education News 
 

Regional Swimming Carnival 

Congratulations to Kai M (3/4D), Sam F (3/4F)), Pat V (5/6N) 

and Zak M (5/6D) for competing in the Southern Region     

Swimming Carnival on March 27th at the Melbourne Sports and 

Aquatic Centre. They competed in the U12/13 Boys 50m     

Freestyle and 50m Medley relay finishing 4th and 5th          

respectively.  Pat raced in the 50m Butterfly finishing 3rd, and 

in the 50m Freestyle finishing 4th.  Zak competed in the 50m 

Breaststroke finishing in 3rd position.  Well done to all the boys 

on making it through to the Regional Carnival and representing 

the school so well. 

Interschool Sports 

Interschool sports begins this term with the 5/6 students     

participating on Friday’s against schools within the Casey     

District. Students will be playing Netball, Handball, Soccer, Vol-

ley Stars and Tee Ball. 

Interschool Sports will be played on a Friday on the following 

dates: April 24th (just BCPS teams), May 8th, May 22nd, May 

29th, June 5th and June 12th. 

 

Kilometre Club 

Congratulations to Ben R (3/4M) who was the first student to 

run 5km in Kilometre Club.  If you would like to participate in 

Kilometre Club please meet Mrs Carmichael on Monday’s at    

recess on the oval from 11am – 11:20am. 

 

District Cross Country 

The District Cross Country will be held on Friday, May 15th at 

Sydney Pargetter Reserve in Endeavour Hills. All students    

participating will receive a permission form outlining the details 

of the event in the coming days. 

Cross Country Training for those students will be held each 

Tuesday and Thursday morning from 8:30am – 8:50am       

beginning in Week 3.  

 

The PE Team 

Rob Olsen, Martine Carmichael and Jess Cook 
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COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 

The Department of Education & Berwick Chase Primary School does not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. 

No responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education or Berwick Chase Primary School for accuracy of information contained in advertisement or claims made by 

them. 


