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On behalf of all the Staff at Berwick Chase 

Primary School, I would like to wish you all 

a happy and safe Christmas break. It has 

been a great year at The Chase with lots of 

chal lenges and some wonderful        

achievements. Planning for the 2014 school 

year is almost completed and it looks like 

being an exciting year. The Senior School 

are launching their One-to-One iPad      

Program, our student population continues 

to grow and we will be launching our new 

Art Room and Senior School relocatable. I’d 

like to thank all of our parent helpers and 

community volunteers who add so much to 

our school. Programs such as electives 

would be impossible to run in their current 

form without the generous contribution 

from our parents and community. We even 

have the mothers of some of our staff   

running programs throughout the school. 

To all our helpers; thank you! 

This time of the year is always tinged with 

sadness as we say goodbye to members of 

our school community. We wish our 2014 

graduates the very best for their futures 

and remind them that they are always    

welcome back at the Chase to share their 

successes and receive assistance with   

future challenges.  

We also say goodbye to staff members who 

move on to other schools in search of     

different experiences and the opportunity to  

continue to grow professionally and       

personally. One of our inaugural staff   

members at the Chase is leaving to join the 

staff at Middle Park Primary School as their 

new Assistant Principal. Megan Dell has 

played a key role in the establishment of 

Berwick Chase Primary. I would like to 

thank her for her input and effort over the 

past five years and wish her well in her new 

school as she takes on the challenges of 

helping an established school continue to 

evolve to meet the needs of its community. 

Nicole Weller will be in the Acting Assistant 

Principal role until we conduct the process 

for finding Megan’s replacement.  

We also say farewell to Jo Dickinson who 

has decided to gain experience further 

afield. Thank you Jo for your contribution to 

Berwick Chase and we look forward to  

hearing how you’re going in your new 

school community. Jo has filled a number of 

roles during her time at the Chase and has 

been a valuable member of staff. 

Cathi Priest is also leaving us to take some 

extended leave to travel and then return to 

Brentwood Park. Thank you Cathi for being 

part of our school for 2013. Have a great 

trip! 

As I’m sure many of you have heard, we 

have a retirement occurring next week. 

After many many years in education, Peggy 

Hartnett has decided to take some time for 

herself and is retiring. Peggy has had a  

positive impact on the lives of so many  

children that her contribution to education 

is difficult to quantify.  On behalf of all the 

young people Peggy has worked with over 

the years I would like to thank her and wish 

her a long and fulfilling retirement. We will 

miss you Peggy! 

We hope to see many of you before the end 

of the school year.  Please don’t forget the 

food drive and out of uniform day for the 

Salvation Army on Friday. We’re hoping to 

break last year’s record and fill the gym 

with food for people less fortunate than 

ourselves. We are hoping to see many (if 

not all) of you at the picnic on Wednesday 

night.  I have heard the songs the kids have 

been practising and they sound great! 

We wish you all a happy and safe holiday 

period and hope that you get plenty of time 

to spend with family and friends. Looking 

forward to seeing you all fired up and ready 

to tackle the new school year after the 

break! 

 

Murray Geddes 
Principal             
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December Events 
Friday 13th 

Salvation Army Food Drive 
Free Dress Day 

Monday 16th 

Class Parties 
Tuesday 17th 

Grade 6 Graduation—6pm 
Wednesday 18th 

End of Year Picnic—5:45pm 
Thursday 19th 

Last Day of Term 4   

Assembly at 3:10pm 
3:30pm dismissal 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

January 2014 Events 
Tuesday 21st 
2014 Stationery Payment and  

Collection Day   8:30am-4pm 
Friday 24th 

2014 Stationery Payment and  
Collection Day   8:30am-6pm 

 

Wednesday 29th 
First Day Of Term 1, 2014 
 

 
 

 

CALENDAR: 

Thursday  
12th Dec 2013 

Social Skills 

 
This week: Perseverance 

 
Next Week: Using Humour 
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WOW!  What a year!  I can’t believe I am currently writing the 

final newsletter for 2013….in fact, I can’t believe I’m writing my 

final newsletter at Berwick Chase.  As I sit here and reflect over 

the past 5 years of our incredible history together, I am    

struggling to fight back the tears as I remember not only all the 

fun times we have had, but also how far we have come as a 

school community. 

I remember walking into the school and doing a tour with Mr 

Geddes (even before buildings had been finished) and thinking 

to myself, I really want to work here.  I was so excited about all 

the different possibilities that could be had in this learning    

environment….my head was spinning!   

From that day until now, I have been on an amazing adventure, 

met some wonderful people, cooked many sausages, dressed 

up in numerous costumes, attended camps and discos, shared 

laughter and tears with students, staff and community      

members, and watched us grow from a little school of         

approximately 160 to students, to over 600; What a ride! 

I just wanted to take this opportunity to thank the many     

students who I have worked with over the past 5 years; they 

make me smile every day and are the reason I love what I do.  

It is because of them we have such a special school.  To the 

staff, who have been with me for this wild ride, thank you for 

your support, your friendship, and the constant commitment 

you show to making a positive difference in the lives of so 

many, it has been an honour to be associated with you all.  To 

our parents and community members, I can honestly say I have 

never been involved with a school that has as many volunteers 

working with us as we do here at the Chase; thankyou.   

As I reach for another tissue, I just wanted to let everyone 

know that Berwick Chase will always have a very special place 

in my heart.  My experiences here have helped me grow both 

professionally and personally.  This eventful chapter of my life 

is coming to a close, and the next one is about to begin. The 

future is unknown but I’m excited about the possibilities. 

I hope you all have a wonderful break over the Christmas    

period and get to spend some time with your loved ones. 

For the last time, it’s been an honour and a privilege to have 

been a part of your lives in my time here at Berwick Chase. 

Megan Dell 
Assistant Principal 
 

2014 Staff (As at Dec 9 2013) 
Prep 

Kirsten Matthews & Rob Olsen 

Matthew Franklin & Mandy Walker 

Melinda Corley & Talia Malthouse 

1/2’s 

David Cliff & Ben Leighton 

Kathy Brehaut & Alysha Shean 

Kirsty Mann & Rachel Martin 

Jo Peterson & Jodie Day / Katie Smith 

Rebecca Derbyshire & Kerryn Leister / Teresa Wasiak 

3/4’s 

Lyndal Follett & Lisa Danson 

Dirk Jordan & Kirsten Wood 

Maria Aloizos & Kat Williams 

Rachel Greengrass & Emma Cope 

5/6’s 

Chloe Harwood 

Jade Decker- Waldschmidt  

Adam Byron-Thomsen 

Cindy McLennan 

Rhia Love 

Specialists 

PE   Glenn Shaw & Laura Bo Hinch 

Visual Arts  Merryn Gray 

Library   Deb Loh 

Science  Rachael Geerts 

Perf’ Arts  Rachel Glynn  

IT   Katie Atkin 

Curriculum  Nicole Weller 

Speech Path.  Tess Mothersdale 

Education Support 

Office 

Eileen Van Doorn 

Rebecca Campbell 

Jo Longland 

Sarah Fincham (T3 & 4) 

Learning Area 

Kim Aitchison   Phyl Davidson 

Mandy Meyer   Sharryn Bloor 

Nat Nelthropp   Tracy Cook 

Carolyn Powell  Caren Bode 

Tracey Stockdale  Sindy Kibblewhite 

Erica Brant   Nadine Toth 

Danae Coleclough  Jennifer Bourekas 

Upkar Bains   Mami Ishikawa (Japanese) 

 

 

Principal  Murray Geddes 

AP    TBA 
 

End Of Year Picnic 
Our End Of Year Picnic is on Wednesday 18th December.   

Families are welcome to arrive from 5:45pm so that you have 

time to enjoy some dinner before the concert starts at approx. 

6:10pm.  Please bring your own picnic, drinks and a picnic  

blanket.  Picnic chairs are welcome, however must be seated 

behind the picnic blanket area.  The concert will be held on the 

stage at the side of the gym.  The Choir Club will be performing 

along with performances by all Home Groups.  Hope to see you 

there! 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
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Lost Property 

It is that time of year again, when our lost property boxes are 

overflowing with jumpers, drink bottles and lunch containers. 

We endeavour to get these back to their owners if they have 

names on them but as time is slipping away from us this year 

can you please check lost property if you are missing anything. 

The tubs are located in the sickbay.  Anything remaining in the 

tubs on 20th December will be disposed of or donated to chari-

ty. 

 

Assembly 

There will be a whole school assembly at 3:10pm on Thursday 

19th  December.  Prep students will then be dismissed from the 

gym.  All other classes will be dismissed from their learning 

areas at 3:30pm. 

 

Medication Reminder 

Please ensure that any medication that you have left at the 

school in 2013 is  collected on or before Thursday 19th Decem-

ber.  Any medication left at the school after this date will be 

disposed of. Please remember to bring in any medication and 

Asthma/Anaphylaxis Action Plans on or before 29th January 

2014. Please note, a medication authority form must be com-

pleted if leaving medication at school. 

 

2014 Stationery Collection and     

Payment Days 
You will have already received your 2014 Stationery Collection 

and Payment information .  Student charges form an important 

part of our school’s financial operation and do much to help our 

school bridge the gap between the amount of money we     

receive from the government and what we need for the cost of 

running all the required teaching and learning programs.      

Stationery Collection and payment Days are: 

 

Tuesday 21st January 2014    8:30am to 4pm 

Friday 24th January 2014   8:30am to 6pm 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast Club 

 
Friday 6th December was our final breakfast club for the year.  

Thanks to all the families who have attended each week and to 

the many helpers who so kindly donated their time to help give 

our kids a good start to the day. 

 

Celebrating Reading 
Berwick Chase would like to congratulate the following 

students on 150/200 Nights of Reading. Their names will 

be announced at Assembly and a certificate and      

bookmark will be given to them in class. 

 

150 Nights of Reading 

Prep: 

Ashton H  Aleezay B  Simleen K 

Jack G  Jack F   Jacob E 

Jasmine M  Ripley B  Zach P 

Mohmin O  Ruby P  Sam B 

Jordan T  Zoe B   Brodie M 

Lucas D  Drazic R  Jake W 

Riley K 

1/2’s: 

Sienna C  Robbie B  Lochlan H 

Saher A  Omar S  Kai L 

Charlie W  Methdini W  Sofia O 

Brandon T  Claire W  Ryan N 

Nastasija K  Sanam H  Chris G  

Sienna C  Sara B  Jackson A 

Alyssa S  Tara B  Hayden C  

Isabella V  Kodi B   Holli P 

Ali M   Emma M 

3/4’s  

Jonathan W  Tayvlin H  Emilyb K 

Fatima M  Tyeesa A  Matthew P 

Emily D  Millie J  Chelsea H 

Stefan V  Bella A 

 

200 Nights of Reading 

Prep: 

Ruby P  Sam B  Riley K 

Jordan T  Zoe B  Brodie M 

Lucas D  Drazic R Jake W 

Skye M  Jay-De V Harvey R 

Jake D 

1/2’s 

Tegan L  Paige H Sara B 

Grace C  Liam B Larissa M 

Seamus Mc  Jamie A Mia A 

Nadia H  Sameya C Tayla S 

Hunter V  Radz E 

5/6s 

Michael S  Marie M Paige B 

Ryan H  Kira B  Amy B 

Ruvini P  Flynn W 
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On Tuesday the  17th 
of December our 
Grade 6’s will be   

graduating!  
 

We want to wish them all the very 
best of luck as they move onto the 

next chapter in their lives… 
 

 Don’t forget to come back  
  and visit…  :)  
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Class page 

 

 

 

 

Jemma G 5/6D 

Jai B 5/6LG 

Hannah L  5/6D 

Lonely, quiet, calm 
Hot, heat, sweaty    sun-

screen thongs 
Green water rocky 

Harmful sounds 
A bubble alarms 

Raindrops coming from the sky 
Dark clouds surround me 

Sasha 5/6H 

Spring 
Plants are growing fast 

In the middle of nowhere 
Paddocks change colour 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
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