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Inquiry Learning  

I had the great pleasure of having the final 

stage of some inquiry learning projects  

presented to me yesterday.  During this 

learning process the children looked at a big 

concept (for example ‘change’). After doing 

some initial work examining and discussing 

the concept, they pose a big question    

relating to the concept.  An example of the 

sort of question they might pose relating to 

change might be, ‘How has the city of   

Casey changed over the last ten years?’.  

For the junior students a question relating 

to change could be, ‘What is the difference 

between summer and winter?’.  The key 

here is that, with teacher support, the   

children formulate these questions      

themselves.  Everyone is studying the same 

concept but looking at it from their own 

point of interest and relevance.  Studies 

worldwide show that concepts developed in 

this way, make more sense and are       

remembered far more effectively.  It has 

also been shown that students are able to 

use the skills developed through this     

process in a variety of different contexts.    

Although at times it is appropriate for    

students to memorise specific facts, the     

development of concepts with associated 

skill sets prepares our kids for continued 

learning in a world that is changing faster 

than ever before. 

A project that came to fruition last week 

was the sports day organised by a group of 

Senior School students. They decided that 

they wanted to help raise money to       

contribute to the resources required for the 

5/6 Inquiry Program. Through this process 

they liaised with school staff, organised 

notices to go home and a  schedule for  

parent volunteers, researched appropriate 

sporting activities for students from each 

level throughout the school, and much, 

much more.  The learning involved in    

organising the event was profound and the 

skills developed will stay with those kids for 

a long, long time (hopefully for ever).  

There was a clear purpose for the girls  

developing these communication,          

organisation and negotiating skills and, as a 

result, they are in context and will form an 

excellent base for future learning. 

Like all learning, it’s important to give things 

a go, make mistakes and learn from them.  

It’s up to all of us to support the kids in 

these projects as they are developing    

essential skills that will serve the students 

well into the future. So; if you receive a call 

from one of our students asking for       

assistance with a task, that’s what it’s all 

about.  If you would like to know more 

about inquiry learning, please don’t hesitate 

to contact your child’s teacher or drop by 

the office for a chat.  I am always happy to 

talk to you about the great stuff the kids 

are doing. 

 

SMS Communication 

We had an incident at school last week that 

required the attendance of an ambulance.  

A student fell backwards after tripping on a 

soccer ball and hit his head on the asphalt.   

He fell heavily, almost knocking himself out. 

Our first aide procedures kicked in, the  

parents were notified and an ambulance 

called for.  This occurred at snack time 

while the kids were playing outside.  Our 

immediate concerns were for the injured 

student but we were also aware of how 

upsetting a student injury can be for other 

kids.  For safety and for practical purposes 

we asked all the children to move to the 

playground side of the yard.  The children 

responded extremely well, with the Staff 

and Senior Students showing great        

leadership in helping to clear the area 

where the accident occurred and keeping 

the kids calm.  
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August Events 
Friday 9th 
Prep Swimming Continues 
Friday 9th –Tuesday 13th 
Scholastic Book Fair 

Monday 12th 
1/2 Swimming Continues 

Monday 12th-Friday 16th 
Science Week 

Wednesday 14th 
Prep Swimming today instead of 

Friday 16th 

Thursday 15th 
First Aid in Schools 

Friday 16th 
Curriculum Day—student free 

day 

Monday 19th-Friday 23rd 
Book Week 

Tuesday 20th 
Whole School PJ/Games Day 

(organised by 5/6’s) 

Thursday 22nd 
Grade 3-6 Athletics Day 

Wednesday 28th & Friday 
30th 
Father’s Day Stall 
Thursday 29th 
Book Character Dress Up Day 

Book Swap Day 
Mad On Music Concert 11:40am 

 

September Events 
Monday 2nd 

Buddies 2 Incursion 
Tuesday 17th-Friday 20th 

5/6 Melbourne Discovery Camp 
 
  

CALENDAR: 

Thursday  
8th August 2013 

Social Skills 

 
This week:  

Making Eye Contact 
 

Next Week: Taking turns 
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……..continued 

The school’s first aide officers did their stuff, the injured       

student’s parents and the ambulance arrived, and he was    

assessed and taken to hospital.  

You will be pleased to know that after a short stint in hospital, 

the student is home, resting up and looking forward to getting 

back to school with his mates. 

You will have received an SMS from the school alerting you to 

the incident.  We wanted you to be aware of what had        

happened so you knew what your child was talking about when 

they got home with the story of an injury and an ambulance at 

school.  The message clearly stated that the student and     

parents were doing fine.  This line was included so everyone    

receiving the message would know it was not relating to their 

child.  By the way, if any student has a serious injury, the   

parents are always the first to know.   

Most parents were very appreciative of the heads up.  I think 

most people would rather learn that there was an ambulance at 

the school via an SMS from the school than by hearing parts of 

the story through word of mouth.  This is very much a situation 

where more information - official, accurate and immediate   

information is preferable.  

It is unfortunate that one parent wanted to know why they 

were receiving such a ‘silly’ message.  If you would prefer not 

to receive information about what’s happening at school, please 

let us know and we will take you off the distribution list.  We 

will continue to send out information that is relevant to the 

wellbeing of our kids and community, whilst maintaining an 

effective flow of information. 

It is impossible to avoid freak accidents like this one and it is 

great news that the student is OK and on the mend.  I would 

like to thank everyone involved in ensuring our student received 

the best possible care.  An incident like this tests how people 

manage under pressure; I’m pleased to say that everyone 

passed! 

Murray Geddes 

Principal 
 

Scholastic Book 
Fair 
Just a reminder, The Scholastic Book Fair will be at our school 

from Friday 9th to Wednesday 14th August.  Parents will be 

able to view and purchase books during selling times. Payment 

options will be by cash, credit card or cheque (not debit cards). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Aid in Schools 

On Thursday 15th August, our students are all participating in a 

program called the St Johns First Aid in Schools.  The program 

is designed to  empower our students with First Aid skills so 

they are ready to save a life in the event of an emergency.  

The First Aid modules are age-appropriate.   Some of the topics 

across the school include: 

How to recognise an emergency situation and how to call for 

assistance 

DRS of the DRSABCD Action Plan 

“My important information” card 

How to recognise when someone is unconscious and how to 

maintain a clear airway 

CPR 

Basic management of bleeding 

 

This free program, delivered by qualified St John professional 

trainers, is a great way to educate our students on the        

importance of First Aid and what to do in the event of an   

emergency. 

 

Buddies 2 Incursion 
On Monday 2nd September, all students have been invited to 

participate in an incursion designed to show our students how 

to use the internet safely.  The children will view a Brainstorm 

Production called ‘Buddies2’.  It is an exciting adventure that 

gives clear strategies for maintaining friendships and being safe 

on the Internet.  Please ensure permission forms and payment 

is returned to the school by Friday 23rd August. 

 

Curriculum Day 
Just a reminder that Friday 16th August is our Curriculum Day.  

Students are not required to be at school on this day so please 

ensure you have made alternative care arrangements. 

 

Prep to Grade 2 Swimming 
 

The Prep and Grade 1/2’s are already 3 weeks into their    

swimming program.   Some are gaining water confidence and 

others are learning new swimming strokes. 

Please ensure you send your child to school with a towel and 

underwear and ensure all of your children’s clothing is        

labelled—especially on swimming days.  Can you also please 

check the labels on your child’s clothing when they come home 

as some children appear to have accidently got dressed in other 

students clothes. 

 

Due to Curriculum Day on Friday 16th  

August, the preps will be swimming on 

Wednesday the 14th of August. 
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National Tree Planting Day 
Friday 26th July was National Tree Planting Day.  We were  

fortunate to receive a donation of plants from Greenlink   

Nursery, Box Hill North and Judith Graley, State Member for 

Narre Warren South.  The SRC planted more than 80 native 

shrubs and trees in a space that will become our school frog 

habitat.  The students really enjoyed themselves and some of 

them commented that they had planted a tree for the very first 

time. 

Sports Update from Mr Shaw 

Boys Soccer 

On Thursday 1st August our Chase soccer team (Chase United, 

as they call themselves!) went out to St Margaret's to play 2 

other teams in the Divisional playoffs. Unfortunately the boys 

did not make it through to the next round, but we are         

extremely proud of them. Not only did they play well &    

demonstrate great skills on the day - they also demonstrated 

high levels of sportsmanship; even the umpire commented on 

how impressed he was, so well done boys! 

  

Girls Netball 

On Friday 2nd August we had a friendly match against Oatlands 

Primary School.  It was our girls first match against another 

school (playing as a team) & we are very proud of their efforts 

& the persistence they showed on the day. The match was a 

great warm-up for the upcoming Lightening Premiership 

playoffs which will be on the 26th of August.  

 

 

Mad On Music Concert 

MAD ON MUSIC CONCERT  

Please be advised that the Mad On Music Concert will be    

combined together with Berwick Fields and Fountain Gate   

Primary Schools.  

Venue: Berwick Fields Primary School Hall, 35 Gwendoline  

   Drive, Berwick.   

Date:  Wednesday September 4th, 2013 

Time: 6.30pm 

We look forward to the event, which will give all students the 

opportunity to perform amongst their peers from Mad On Music 

schools within the region. 

 

Parents are advised to visit the  “parents corner” on the Mad On 

Music Website, www.madonmusic.com.au This contains      

important details regarding your child and the Concert. This is a 

password protected page. The password is written in the top 

right hand corner of your emailed invoice. 

 

Please notify MOM via email, mom@madonmusic.com.au in 

regards to how many guests, and what food you will be    

bringing for the children’s after Concert party. 

 

Numbers are limited so please do this ASAP to save             

disappointment. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you all there. 

 

Sincerely 

The Mad On Music team 
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Prep to Grade 2 Swimming 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Week (August 12-16th) 

 

Open Morning—Tuesday 13
th

 August 8-8:40 am  

Come and explore the Science Lab. Parents Welcome  

Quiz—Wednesday 14
th

 August at Lunchtime  

Where? The Lab of course 

Week long Competition 

Science it’s more than just exploding volcanoes… 

Winning entries will be announced at the following week’s 

assembly.  See your teacher for an entry form. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=scientist%20clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=AsFm87Dxs7NmcM&tbnid=5VFHf1M1ae6Z9M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.clipartof.com/gallery/clipart/mad_scientist.html&ei=v8z9UcCGFcvTkgWcr4GYAw&psig=AFQjCNEGZ4cy0bjMzqay
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3/4DG Writers Work Shop 

 

 

In the middle school     

students work             

independently on         

publishing numerous pieces 

of writing. We call it    

Writers Workshop. During 

these sessions students 

work independently to 

complete various writing 

pieces from beginning to 

end. The  process they go 

through involves: 

 

 

 Begin with a seed such as a photo, leaf, feather,  ribbon, 

etc. which promotes ideas for writing.  

 Compile a list of possible writing styles such as narrative, 

procedure or information report.  

 Create a plan of ideas for chosen text type. 

 Begin a draft of chosen text. 

 Edit work using COPS process. 

 Peer conferencing in writers workshop groups. 

 Teacher conferencing. 

 Publishing of work which is displayed in writers gift   

folders.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What students have to say: 

 

Pritesh– Writers Workshop is fun because you can write      

whatever you want. 

Taleah– It’s fun to make up things that you have imagined. 

Chloe-It is cool and also awesome. I love doing it. 

Tarun– It is fun. 

Tove-Lise– I like Writers Work shop as you are free to write 

what you want. 

Joel– I like Writers Work shop because you can write what you 

want. 

Nate– I enjoy Writers Work shop because you can start new 

pieces when you want. 

Jorja– I really enjoy writers work shop because we get to do 

any piece we want. My favourite part is publishing. 

Alicia– I like it because it is fun. We can do recount and      

narrative and stuff like that. 

Harry– I like Writers Work shop because you get to write stories 

with real facts. 
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BCPS Volunteer Program Term 3, 2013 

The commitment and dedication shown by our parent and school community in supporting our classroom programs has 
been outstanding!  To further develop and utilise the skills of our volunteers, we are offering a course to train members of 
our community who are willing to be classroom helpers. 

We currently have over 100 members of the Berwick Chase Community trained and ready to assist in our school. 

The course will provide you with strategies to best assist students across all areas of the curriculum and grade levels, give 
you ideas on the many and various ways you can help in and out of the classroom, and answer any questions you may 
have.  It’s also a great opportunity to meet other members of our school community. 

We will be offering this course twice this term; one during the day and one evening session.  If you are unable to attend   
either of these sessions, please contact me at school and we will endeavor to make alternative arrangements. 

To ensure that our students are receiving support of the highest quality, we expect that all our classroom helpers have   
completed the initial course and then refresher course each year after. 

Final Refresher Course for Term 3: 

Wednesday, 14th August  

9:00am—11:30pm    OR  6:00—8:00pm 

Please notify Joanne in the office on 9707 7799 or email berwick.chase.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au by Monday, August 5th to 
confirm your place in the course.  Please note, this is for the refresher course.  There are no further courses for new        
volunteers this term.  If you require further information, please contact me at school. 

Megan Dell 

Assistant Principal 
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Group Session Winter Timetable 
For all fitness levels & ages 

 

All 1-hour sessions include Cardio, eight circuits, Body resistance & boxing 

 

Monday 7pm –Narelle/Jody Berwick studio 

 

Tuesday 9.30am -Narelle’s studio or chase stairs 

 

Wednesday 6am -Narelle’s Studio 

 

Thursday 8pm- Berwick Chase Primary Gym 

 

Saturday 8am- Boxing @ Berwick Chase Primary Gym 

 

**** Soon to launch more sessions in coming weeks  **** 

 

Contact us for a free trial!! 

 

$12.00 Casual or 8 sessions for $80.00 

 



 

 

Issue 12     #9— 8th August 

 

Community News 
 

 

Arty Artists Program 
Kids love to explore!  

Creating art expands a child’s ability 
to interact with the world around 
them and provides a new set of 

skills for self-expression and     
communication. Come along with 

your little one and let them           
experience a range of                  

craft activities!!  
 

Where: Berwick Neighbourhood Centre 

Location: 112 High Street Berwick 

Date: Commencing 22 August -
 Thursdays (school term only) 

Time: 12.30 pm - 1.15 pm 

Cost: $5 per session 

Suitable for children aged 2 - 5 years  
No bookings required - drop in and 

have some fun! 
For information phone 9796 1970 


