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Welcome Back 
On behalf of everyone at the Chase I would 

like to welcome you all back to another 

exciting year.  We have lots of new families 

and staff who are all settling in beautifully.   

Wow, what a great start to the 2015 school 

year. We’re two weeks into the year and 

already we’ve had two groups of Senior 

School kids on City Camp and the students 

right through the school have produced 

some great work as part of the ‘Knowing Me 

Knowing You’ unit of work.  This unit     

focuses on personal learning and          

encourages the kids to develop healthy   

attitudes and work habits.  They will      

participate in a wide range of activities  

designed to develop resilience, self-esteem, 

social skills, positive work habits and an 

understanding of themselves as learners 

and as members of the school and broader 

community. 

 
Kambrya Secondary College 
On Monday afternoon the Berwick Chase 

Staff had the opportunity to visit Kambrya 

Secondary College for a school Tour and 

presentation on the programs they offer.   

It was a really informative session,        

highlighting the huge range of programs 

and opportunities available to the students 

who attend the college.  Some of the    

programs include hospitality which is    

overseen by a fully qualified chef, and   

automotive/mechanic program, plumbing 

courses as well as the hair and beauty   

salon. This is all in addition to the academic, 

sports and arts programs provided to all 

students. As   Kambrya is our main feeder 

secondary  college, this year our year 5/6 

students will be involved in an ongoing 

transition      program where they will be 

exposed not only to the programs at    

Kambrya, but also to what life is like at  

Secondary College. This is hoped to prepare 

our students even more for their life at  

secondary school, and to try and make the 

transition between  primary and secondary 

school as seamless and comfortable as  

possible. 

Kambrya will be holding weekly tours for 

parents starting from Friday 13th Feb,     

leaving from the school office at 11.30am. 

You do not need to make an appointment.  

The staff from Kambrya will also be holding 

some Parent Information sessions here at 

Berwick Chase on Tuesday the 17th March. 

There will be 2 sessions held; 3.45pm & 

6.30pm. The purpose of these sessions is to 

provide an overview of the College and for 

parents to have the opportunity to ask any 

questions they may have. Stay tuned for 

more information closer to the date! 

 
Attendance 

A huge priority throughout the school this 

year is improving student attendance.  We 

still have far too many kids taking days off 

school for reasons other than ill health.  We 

acknowledge that there are sometimes  

family circumstances that make it difficult 

for students to attend school however there 

are a range of reasons why children miss 

school that are not valid.  The impact of 

poor school attendance can be massive in 

both the long and short term; as can be the 

effect of consistently arriving late. 

Inconsistent school attendance can lead to: 

 Lack of continuity in the acquisition of 

skills and concepts needed to effectively 

progress through a student’s educational 

and work life. 

 Difficulty maintaining friendships. 

 Frustration and lack of connectedness. 

 Resentment from the other students due 

to the amount of information that needs 

to be relayed to students who are       

consistently absent from school, causing       

disruption to the day-to-day program 

within the learning area. 

 Disruption to school programs. 

Sometimes attendance rates can sound 

better than they actually are.  As you know, 

part of the reporting requirement is that we 

include student attendance rates on the 

written half and end of year reports.   
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February Events 
Friday 13th 

3pm Assembly in the gym 
Monday 16th 

9am—Prep Photos 

3/4 Hockey Incursion 
Friday 20th 

Curriculum Day—student free 
day 

 
 

 

Monday 23rd 
5/6AJ visiting Kambrya 

Thursday 26th 
5/6DP visiting Kambrya 

 

March Events 
Tuesday 3rd 

5/6NS visiting Kambrya 
Thursday 5th 

5/6BH visiting Kambrya 

Monday 9th 
Labour Day Public Holiday 

NO SCHOOL TODAY 
Tuesday 10th &  

Wednesday 11th 

Grade 1/2 Bully Busters  
Incursion 

Friday 13th 
Grade 5/6 Open Water Learning 

Experience 
Monday 16th—Wednesday 

18th 

First Aid in Schools sessions 
Tuesday 17th March 

Kambrya Secondary College   
Information Sessions.  3.45 & 

6.30pm 

Wednesday 18th 
Prep Bully Busters Incursion 

Thursday 19th 
Whole School Cross Country 

Friday 20th 

Harmony Day 
 

 

CALENDAR: 

Thursday  
12th February 2015 

Social Skills 
This week: Resilliance 
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……………………………….Continued 

In most things, gaining a score of 90% is pretty good.  Not in 

school attendance!  Although 90% sounds pretty good, it  

translates to one day off per fortnight which means that the 

child has missed 20 days throughout the year.  That’s 4 school 

weeks (almost half a term) of learning that the child has 

missed.  If that attendance rate is maintained throughout the 

child’s primary schooling, by the time they graduate at the end 

of Grade 6 they will have missed 28 weeks of schooling.  That’s 

almost three terms! 

For our kids to make the most of their academic opportunities, 

they need to be at school as many days as possible.  We don’t 

want children attending school when they are genuinely sick 

but we need to seriously reduce the ‘other’ days off that some 

of our kids regularly take. 

 

School Council Elections 

The School Council election process for 2015 will soon be      

underway.  If you would like to be further involved in your 

child’s education and would welcome the opportunity to assist 

in the development of the Berwick Chase Community then you 

should consider running for School Council. A letter should have 

arrived home earlier this week.  The School Council election 

timeline is as follows: 

Feb 10 2015  Call for nominations 

Feb 24 2015  Nominations close @ 4.00PM 

Feb 26 2015   Ballot papers distributed 

March 12 2015 Ballot closes 

March 16 2015 Candidates contacted and results publicly  

   announced 

March 23 2015 First meeting of the new School Council 

 

Parking  

As our school community continues to get larger we need to be 

aware of road safety and our neighbours during the drop off 

and pick up times.  Please ensure that you do not obstruct our 

neighbour’s driveways as this can cause ill feeling amongst our 

community, and may result in difficult and/or dangerous      

situations. The City of Casey complete regular sweeps of the 

area and regularly book motorists for unsafe parking practices.  

Please respect our neighbours; they are very important to us!!!! 

You will also notice that the staff car park, although recently 

extended, is now full most days.  Please refrain from using the 

car park as a drop off / pick up zone. With staff and visitor cars 

arriving and leaving regularly between 8.00am and 6.00pm the 

staff car park is not a safe place to drop off or pick up your 

children.  The only exceptions to this rule are those people  

using the Out of School Hours facility and those people with a 

disabled parking permit. 

 

Home visits 

The Prep home visits are in full swing.  Thanks to the staff and 

all the Prep parents for making this important time such a   

success.  The importance of building effective relationships  

between home and school cannot be underestimated.  It is 

hoped that these visits will form the base for long lasting,     

productive relationships between parents and the school      

personnel. 

Interviews 

Keep an eye out for a notice coming home regarding “Getting 

To Know You” interviews for Grade One to Six.  The notice will   

include your log in and password for the online booking      

system. If you are unable to log into the system from home or 

work, please contact the school and we will make a computer 

available to you or make the booking for you manually. 

These interviews help to strengthen the relationship between 

home and school and give the people involved in the child’s 

development the opportunity to share hopes and expectations 

for the year ahead and further into the future.   

 

Getting to know you Picnic 

Keep an eye out for information on our annual “Getting To 

Know You” picnic. 

 

Facilities 

Many of you will have noticed that we have three more     

buildings at The Chase than we had for the majority of last 

year.  We have added an extra double learning area to the 3/4 

team, an extra double to the 5/6 team and a new staff facility 

next to the decking outside 1/2 JP.  We had the small issue that 

we could not fit our staff into the staffroom!  The new staff 

facility comprises of a conference room, teaching materials 

preparation room, Speech Pathology office (Tess), Psychology 

office (Cara), waiting area and store room.  Renovations have 

started to open up the old conference room and teacher     

preparation room so they become part of the staffroom. 

Murray Geddes 
Principal             
 

Curriculum Day 
Our first Curriculum Day for 2015 is next Friday 20th 

February.  Please note, this is a student free day.  Darren from 

Kelly Sports has kindly offered to run a Kelly Sports Day to  

assist families who need to arrange for care on this day.  If you 

would like to book your child into Kelly Sports, please see the 

enrolment forms that were handed out today.  Kelly Sports  

provide a range of fun and stimulating programmes that     

develop children’s fundamental sporting skills in an environment 

that encourages children to give sport a go.  As this is a special 

day, they will also be providing alternative activities as well. 

 

 

 

Late Students / Early Leavers 
This year, all late students must be signed in through 

the office by their parent or guardian.  If you need to pick 

your child up early, please ensure you leave enough time to 

sign your child out via the office before collecting your child 

from their class.  Your child may be participating in another     

activity, not necessarily in their Home Room, so please ensure 

you allow enough time to locate them also. 
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Drop Off / No Standing Zones 
Please be aware, the first 3 car parks on the school side of 

Bridgewater Boulevard near the crossing, are NO STANDING 

zones, whilst the crossing is running.  The remaining car parks 

along the school side of Bridgewater Boulevard is our school 

Drop Off zone.  There is NO PARKING allowed in this area   

during drop off and pick up times.  With nearly 800 students at 

our school, it is imperative that we have an area where it is safe 

for students to be dropped off.  Please DO NOT PARK in this 

area and leave your car.  Please remain with your car while 

dropping off or picking up your child.  If your child needs to be 

walked to or collected from their class or within the school 

grounds, please park further along Bridgewater Boulevard or up 

Viewgrand Drive.  This area is often patrolled by both school 

staff and the Police. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do I know you? 
We are introducing a new article into our newsletter to help you 

get to know our staff.  Often families have a close relationship 

with their child’s Homegroup Teacher, however your child   

interacts with many of our staff across the school throughout 

their week.  This is your chance to get to know them too! 

It is also a great opportunity for you to discuss the newsletter 

with your kids and show them the photos of our staff.  They 

may be able to connect with a staff member other than their 

Homegroup Teacher after reading some of their answers. 

Nude Food Tuesdays 

‘Nude Food Tuesday’ starts next week! 

‘Nude Food’ – food without wrappers or packaging – is coming 

back to Berwick Chase! 

On Tuesdays, children are encouraged to bring a healthy lunch 

in its natural packaging (i.e. fruit and veggies), in a             

sectioned-off part of a lunchbox (i.e. sandwich) or in containers 

with the wrappers removed (i.e. yoghurt). The aim is to teach 

children about reducing rubbish and eating healthy food. 

The learning commons in each level with the most ‘nude’  

lunchboxes (no wrappers) on a Tuesday will get a ‘Nude Foodie’ 

picture for their classroom. 

Recipe and snack ideas to follow! Watch this space… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before & After School Care 
Berwick Chase has partnered with Camp Australia to provide a 

high quality before and after school care program.  The      

program combines active games with planned and unplanned 

play, quiet time, homework time and a healthy snack. 

Before School Care runs from 6:45 AM – 9:00 AM 

After School Care runs from 3:30 AM—6:15 PM 

Visit www.campaustralia.com.au or call 1300 105 343  for more 

information. 

 

 

Do I know you? 

Name:   
   Mrs Katie Atkin 
 
2015 Role:  
   5/6 Classroom Teacher 
   ICT Coordinator 

Q. Do you have kids? 
A 9 year old daughter with special needs that goes to 
Officer Specialist School and a cheeky 2 year old son. 
Q. What is your favourite dessert? 
Pavlova 
Q. Do you prefer Summer or Winter 
Summer 
Q. What was the last movie you watched? 
Paddington 
Q. What footy team do you barrack for? 
The Blues 

Name:   
   Mrs Annette Hargreaves 
 
2015 Role:  
   School Nurse 

Q. What hours are your available if parents would 
like to talk with you? 
Monday—Friday 10.45am to 3pm 
Q. Do you have kids? 
Yes, twin boys, Tom and Sam who attend Berwick Chase 
Q. Do you untie your shoes when you take them 
off? 
Umm no, is that wrong? 
Q. What is your favourite food? 
Indian and Vietnamese but always followed by chocolate. 
Q. Do you have anyone famous in your family? 
My father in law was cousins with the late Roger        
Hargreaves of Mr Men fame! 
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Head lice 

Throughout the year you may receive a notice home that head 

lice has been detected in your child’s classroom.  We ask that 

you please check your child’s hair ASAP and begin treatment if 

lice are detected to ensure that the lice do not spread through 

your child's grade.  If lice are detected on your child, they are 

required to be treated before returning to school. 

 

Kambrya Secondary College 
Kambrya Secondary College will be holding school tours each 

Friday starting Friday 13th February.  Tours will begin at 

11.30am from the main office.  No appointment necessary. 

 

Physical Education 
The role of the physical education program at Berwick Chase is 

to promote the involvement of physical activity. Our goal is to 

develop students’ confidence in using sports-specific skills to 

allow them to confidently participate in physical activity and 

increase their motivation to maintain an active lifestyle. 

 

Physical Education lessons aim to develop fundamental motor 

skills and apply them to basic sporting situations. Students  

participate regularly in physical activities, develop good    

sportsmanship and begin to understand how to work with   

others to achieve goals in cooperative game situations. 

 

Term 1 Learning Focus 

Prep & Grade 1/2  

Active Play 

Students will be focusing on developing their Fundamental 

Movement Skills while improving their confidence and          

experimenting with new games and equipment.   

Grade 3/4 & Grade 5/6 

Fitness 

Students will complete a series of fitness circuits designed to 

develop strength, endurance and flexibility. Students will then 

perform pre and post testing to assess their improvement 

throughout the unit. 

 

What to do in Physical Education 

Have Fun 

Stop, Look and Listen when you hear the whistle 

Always try your best  

Show good sportsmanship  

Be a good team mate 

Work hard 

Be safe 

Support your classmates 

Treat equipment respectfully 

Be resilient 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s on in Term 1 

District and Regional Swimming Carnival @ Noble Park Outdoor 

Pool - Thursday, 26th of February 

Grade 5/6 Swimming (Open Water Learning Experience) @ 

Frankston Lifesaving Club - Friday 13th of March 

BCPS Cross Country – Thursday, 19th of March 

 

We are all looking forward to a great year in PE 

 

The PE Team 

Rob Olsen, Laura-Bo Kimber and Martine Carmichael 

 

 

Breakfast Club 
The Berwick Chase Breakfast club will start up again tomorrow, 

Friday 13th February, with thanks to some dedicated staff and 

parent volunteers.  All students/families are welcome. 

Breakfast is served from 8-8.40am in the café (which is       

between the two playgrounds).  Currently it only runs on     

Fridays.  The first 2 pieces of toast with vegemite, honey or jam 

are free, each additional 2 pieces are 50cents.  Warm milo (and 

tea/coffee for the adults) is also available for 50cents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assembly 

Our first assembly will be held in the gym at 3pm tomorrow. 

We hope to see you there. 

 

School Banking 

It is great to see that we have some new families who have 

shown interest in joining our school banking program this year.  

School Banking with Bendigo Bank will start later this term.  

Please keep on eye  on our newsletters so you know when your 

child can start bringing their savings in to be banked! 
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BCPS Volunteer Program Term 1, 2015 
The commitment and dedication shown by our parent and school community in supporting our classroom programs has been outstand-

ing!  To further develop and utilise the skills of our volunteers, we are offering a course to train members of our community who are will-

ing to be classroom helpers. 

We currently have over 100 members of the Berwick Chase Community trained and ready to assist in our school. 

The course will provide you with strategies to best assist students across all areas of the curriculum and grade levels, give you ideas on 

the many and various ways you can help in and out of the classroom, and answer any questions you may have.  It’s also a great oppor-

tunity to meet other members of our school community. 

We will be offering this course twice this term; one during the day and one evening session.  If you are unable to attend either of these 

sessions, please contact me at school and we will endeavor to make alternative arrangements. 

To ensure that our students are receiving support of the highest quality, we expect that all our classroom helpers have completed the 

initial course and then refresher course each year after. 

Course Dates for New Volunteers:   

Tuesday 3rd March 

9:15am—11:15am   OR   6:00pm—8:00pm 

For those members of our community who have completed a course previously, you are required to complete a refresher session every 

year.  This years session will focus on interesting behavior's. 

Refresher Course Dates: 

Tuesday 10th March 

9:15am—10:45am  OR   6:00pm—7:30pm 

To confirm your place in these courses, please notify Joanne or Bec in the Office (9707 7799) by  Friday 27th February.  Remember to 

indicate which course you will be attending. 

If you require further information, please contact me at school. 

Nicole Weller 

Curriculum Coordinator 
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COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 

The Department of Education & Berwick Chase Primary School does not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. 

No responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education or Berwick Chase Primary School for accuracy of information contained in advertisement or claims made by 

them. 


